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of a long due study on military planning.Von M. MeyerDavid Zabecki has edited an excellent 2 volume work on the 
Chiefs of Staffs of some of history's most prominent commanders. A rare look at the men who stood behind these 
great captains it provides insight into the complex decision making processes during operations. Moltkes dictum that 
only few commanders need no staff, and these commanders arise only once every few centuries, is shown true 
here.Zabecki starts with the development of the position of Chief of Staff in the Napoleonic Era, concentrates on the 
World Wars and finishes his work with Vietnam. The books give insights into the complex relationships between 
commanders and their Chief of Staffs and show how military staffs and planning have evolved over time. Most of the 
essays are carefully documented and exceedingly well written. Most of the professional soldiers presented here are 
unknown to a general audience.This work is highly advisable for all those interested in the processes of command.

KurzbeschreibungThe two-volume Chief of Staff examines the history, development, and role of the military duty 
position of the chief of staff. Many books have studied history's great commanders and the art of command. None have 
focused exclusively on the chief of staff that key staff officer responsible for translating the ideas of the commander 
into practical plans that common soldiers can execute successfully on the battlefield. In some cases, it is almost 
impossible to think of certain great commanders without also thinking of their chief of staff. Napoleon's chief of staff 
Berthier and Eisenhower's chief of staff Bedell Smith are two examples that are profiled in this work. Zabecki and his 
collaborators examine the history, development, and role of the chief of staff primarily through profiles of the most 
important practitioners of the art. These books are published in cooperation with the Association of the United States 
Army. 


