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Von David Van Reybrouck : Congo: The Epic History of a People  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Congo: The Epic History of a People: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Den 
Kongo verstehenVon Baum LuferSeit Knig Leopold von Belgien sich den Kongo als Privatbesitz unter den Nagel 
gerissen hat, kommt das Land, das grsser ist als die EU, nicht zur Ruhe: Massaker, Wirren, Rebellionen, Aufstnde, 
Kriege mit Millionen von Toten. Den berblick und die Zusammenhnge haben die meisten verloren. David van 
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Reybrouck gelingt es, das Chaos zu ordnen. Das Buch sttzt sich einerseits auf unzhlige Zeugenaussagen, andererseits 
auf die Erkenntnisse von hunterten von Publikationen. Dies alles zusammenzutragen ist das eine, es dann auch noch 
gut leserlich und allgemein verstndlich darzustellen das andere. Beides in van Reybrouck ausgezeichnet gelungen. 
Entsprechend begeistert war die Fachwelt, als das Buch auf flmisch und franzsisch erschien, kurz darauf auch auf 
deutsch. Ich habe die franzsische bersetzung gekauft, da ich sie nach dem lesen weiterverschenken wollte. Bei der 
Lektre war ich so gefesselt wie schon lange nicht mehr bei einem Sachbuch.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende 
Rezension hilfreich. Geschichte spannend geschriebenVon KatharinaNachdem ich das Buch auf deutsch gelesen habe, 
habe ich es gleich noch auf franzsisch fr Freunde bestellt. Sehr begeistert!Ein vollstndiges Buch zur Geschichte des 
Kongo mit vielen Hintergrnden und spannenden Einzelschicksalen. Packend geschrieben!0 von 1 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. Alles KlasseVon HoliHat alles sehr gut geklappt. 1a.Hat alles sehr gut geklappt. 1aHat 
alles sehr gut geklappt. 1aHat alles sehr gut geklappt. 1a

KurzbeschreibungHailed as "a monumental history . . . more exciting than any novel" (NRC Handelsblad),David van 
Reybroucks rich and gripping epic, in the tradition of Robert Hughes'The Fatal Shore, tells the extraordinary story of 
one of the world's most devastated countries: the Democratic Republic of Congo.Epic in scope yet eminently readable, 
penetrating and deeply moving, David van Reybrouck's Congo: The Epic History of a People traces the fate of one of 
the world's most critical, failed nation-states, second only to war-torn Somalia: the Democratic Republic of Congo.Van 
Reybrouck takes us through several hundred years of history, bringing some of the most dramatic episodes in 
Congolese history. Here are the people and events that have impinged the Congo's developmentfrom the slave trade to 
the ivory and rubber booms; from the arrival of Henry Morton Stanley to the tragic regime of King Leopold II; from 
global indignation to Belgian colonialism; from the struggle for independence to Mobutu's brutal rule; and from the 
world famous Rumble in the Jungle to the civil war over natural resources that began in 1996 and still rages today.Van 
Reybrouck interweaves his own family's history with the voices of a diverse range of individualscharismatic dictators, 
feuding warlords, child-soldiers, the elderly, female merchant smugglers, and many in the African diaspora of Europe 
and Chinato offer a deeply humane approach to political history, focusing squarely on the Congolese perspective and 
returning a nation's history to its people.Pressestimmen`The research, the devotion, the inventiveness in Van 
Reybrouck's writing are a gift to everyone, not just fans of African history. This book not only deserves the description 
"epic", in its true sense, but the term "masterpiece" as well.' Independent`A Big, fat, rich, readable tome ... The book is 
alive with stories, and Reybrouck's love of the nation and its people comes across strongly' Independent on 
Sunday`Van Reybrouck brings this excessive history vividly to life ... He has not only read through the library he 
intends to replace, he has dug up new archival material and draws on living memories ... The result is a book as rich 
and resourceful as Congo itself.' Guardian`A piece of luck for English-speaking readers. This is a magnificent account, 
intimately researched, and relevant for anyone interested in how the recent past may inform our near future ... 
Extraordinary.' New York Times`A vivid panorama of one of the most tormented lands in the world ... Van Reybrouck 
covers all this in engrossing detail ... A valuable addition to the rich literature that Congo has inspired.' Washington 
Post`The English-speaking world has been impatiently awaiting this translation. `Congo' is a remarkable piece of 
work. Van Reybrouck pulls off the tricky feat of keeping a panoramic history of a vast and complex nation accessible, 
intimate and particular.' Michela Wrong, author of In the Footsteps of Mr. Kurtz`A monumental history . . . more 
exciting than any novel' NRC Handelsblad`[Van Reybrouck] has a beautiful feel for language ... His eye for the 
arresting human detail, combined with a wry appreciation for a peculiarly Congolese form of gumption, keeps you 
powering through this panoramic survey of 150 turbulent years ... Both intimate and immediate ... Fascinating' 
Spectator`A masterful and gripping account ... makes you rethink the entire project of modernity' Yuval Noah Harari, 
Guardian Summer ReadsKurzbeschreibungHailed as "a monumental history . . . more exciting than any novel" (NRC 
Handelsblad),David van Reybroucks rich and gripping epic, in the tradition of Robert Hughes'The Fatal Shore, tells 
the extraordinary story of one of the world's most devastated countries: the Democratic Republic of Congo.Epic in 
scope yet eminently readable, penetrating and deeply moving, David van Reybrouck's Congo: The Epic History of a 
People traces the fate of one of the world's most critical, failed nation-states, second only to war-torn Somalia: the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.Van Reybrouck takes us through several hundred years of history, bringing some of 
the most dramatic episodes in Congolese history. Here are the people and events that have impinged the Congo's 
developmentfrom the slave trade to the ivory and rubber booms; from the arrival of Henry Morton Stanley to the tragic 
regime of King Leopold II; from global indignation to Belgian colonialism; from the struggle for independence to 
Mobutu's brutal rule; and from the world famous Rumble in the Jungle to the civil war over natural resources that 
began in 1996 and still rages today.Van Reybrouck interweaves his own family's history with the voices of a diverse 
range of individualscharismatic dictators, feuding warlords, child-soldiers, the elderly, female merchant smugglers, 
and many in the African diaspora of Europe and Chinato offer a deeply humane approach to political history, focusing 



squarely on the Congolese perspective and returning a nation's history to its people. 


