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Von Gwen Watkins : Cracking the Luftwaffe Codes: The Secrets of Bletchley Park  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Cracking the Luftwaffe Codes: The Secrets of 
Bletchley Park: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Cracking the Luftwaffen-CodeVon Fritz ArnoldDa ich selber eine ENIGMA habe, war ich besonders am Bericht 
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interessiert. Nebst dem eigentlichen Text werden kurze Berichte von damals eingeschoben.

KurzbeschreibungAn intriguing page-turning and personal account of that most secretive of wartime institutions, 
Bletchley Park, and of the often eccentric people who helped to win the war Beryl BainbridgeBletchley Park, or 
'Station X', was home to the most famous code breakers of the Second World War. The 19th-century mansion was the 
key center for cracking German, Italian and Japanese codes, providing the allies with vital information. After the war, 
many intercepts, traffic-slips and paperwork were burned (allegedly at Churchill's behest). The truth about Bletchley 
was not revealed until F. Winterbotham's The Ultra Secret was published in 1974. However, nothing until now has 
been written on the German Air Section. In Cracking the Luftwaffe Codes, former WAAF (Women's Auxiliary Air 
Force) Gwen Watkins brings to life the reality of this crucial division. In a highly informative, lyrical account, she 
details her eventful interview, eventual appointment at the 'the biggest lunatic asylum in Britain', methods for cracking 
codes, the day-to-day routine and decommissioning of her section.Pressestimmen"Naval Intelliegence Professional 
Quarterly""Most Naval Intelligence Professionals - even those particularly interested in codebreaking - would 
probably avoid a book on breaking Luftwaffe codes. In this instance that would be a great mistake...there have been 
scores of books recounting the British codebreaking activities during World War II at BletchleyPark, a private estate 
some 50 miles north of London. But "Cracking the Luftwaffe Codes" is different. It is the personal account of Miss 
Gwen Davies who, as an 18-year-old sergeant in the Royal Air Force WAAF (Women's Auxiliary Air Force), was 
ordered to Bletchley Park in the summer of 1942...We are told about the process and procedure for cracking the 
German Air Force codes. But more interesting to this reviewer is the author's descriptions of the people with whom 
she worked, the famous 'huts' in which the codebreakers worked, their accommodations (in private homes and then in 
barracks), their social life, and, especially, their food. The appendix 'Food at Bletchley' is particularly fascinating, and 
gives lie to the popular novel Enigma by Robert Harris (1995), which claimed to be an accurate view of the workings 
and culinary privations of Bletchley Park. "Miss Davies had an excellent memory for words and a gift for languages, 
making her a useful participant in the codebreaking effort. She was one of thousands of British and American 
codebreakers who made contributions to the Allied victory in World War II - often one word at a 
time."KurzbeschreibungAn intriguing page-turning and personal account of that most secretive of wartime institutions, 
Bletchley Park, and of the often eccentric people who helped to win the war Beryl BainbridgeBletchley Park, or 
'Station X', was home to the most famous code breakers of the Second World War. The 19th-century mansion was the 
key center for cracking German, Italian and Japanese codes, providing the allies with vital information. After the war, 
many intercepts, traffic-slips and paperwork were burned (allegedly at Churchill's behest). The truth about Bletchley 
was not revealed until F. Winterbotham's The Ultra Secret was published in 1974. However, nothing until now has 
been written on the German Air Section. In Cracking the Luftwaffe Codes, former WAAF (Women's Auxiliary Air 
Force) Gwen Watkins brings to life the reality of this crucial division. In a highly informative, lyrical account, she 
details her eventful interview, eventual appointment at the 'the biggest lunatic asylum in Britain', methods for cracking 
codes, the day-to-day routine and decommissioning of her section. 


