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Von Gareth Sampson : Crisis of Rome: The Jugurthine and Northern Wars and the Rise of Marius  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Crisis of Rome: The 
Jugurthine and Northern Wars and the Rise of Marius: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. This is 
an interesting account of an obscure but critically important period in the history of the Roman RepublicVon 
customerThe perfect companion for all Roman military history enthusiasts is the ROMA VICTRIX WINE 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B005D7D5DE


BEAKERRoma Victrix Wein BecherBetween the Punic Wars and the rise of Caesar the Roman Republic faced a 
series of often-forgotten crises, facing wars in Gaul, Macedonia and North Africa, each of which saw Roman armies 
suffer serious defeats. The credit for saving the Republic was won by Marius, the first of the series of soldier-
statesmen that ended with Caesar and the death of the Republic.Sampson has produced a well argued narrative of these 
wars, admitting when speculation is needed because of the limits of our sources. In these cases he often includes 
sizable quotes from the conflicting sources, allowing us to decide if we agree with his conclusions. This was a period 
of serious but over obscure crises, some of which have left virtually no trace in the records other than a single mention 
of a defeat or a battle.Marius is the central figure for most of this period, eventually winning both the Jugurthine and 
Northern Wars. He is also generally credited with having reformed the Roman army, although Sampson does a very 
good job of dismantling this idea, making good use of the sources to do so.This is an interesting account of an obscure 
but critically important period in the history of the Roman Republic, making good use of the admittedly limited 
sources to produce a clear picture of a series of wars that genuinely threatened the existence of the young empire. 
Recommended.

KurzbeschreibungIn the later 2nd century BC, after a period of rapid expansion and conquest, the Roman Republic 
found itself in crisis. In North Africa her armies were already bogged down in a long difficult guerrilla war in a harsh 
environment when invasion by a coalition of Germanic tribes, the Cimbri, Teutones and Ambrones, threatened Italy 
and Rome itself, inflicting painful defeats on Roman forces in pitched battle Gaius Marius was the man of the hour. 
The first war he brought to an end through tactical brilliance, bringing the Numidian King Jugurtha back in chains. 
Before his ship even returned to Italy, the senate elected Marius to lead the war against the northern invaders. 
Reorganizing and reinvigorating the demoralized Roman legions, he led them to two remarkable victories in the space 
of months, crushing the Teutones and Ambrones at Aquiae Sextae and the Cimbri at Vercellae. The Roman army 
emerged from this period of crisis a much leaner and more professional force and the author examines the extent to 
which the 'Marian Reforms' were responsible for this and the extent to which they can be attributed to Marius 
himself.KurzbeschreibungIn the later 2nd century BC, after a period of rapid expansion and conquest, the Roman 
Republic found itself in crisis. In North Africa her armies were already bogged down in a long difficult guerrilla war 
in a harsh environment when invasion by a coalition of Germanic tribes, the Cimbri, Teutones and Ambrones, 
threatened Italy and Rome itself, inflicting painful defeats on Roman forces in pitched battle Gaius Marius was the 
man of the hour. The first war he brought to an end through tactical brilliance, bringing the Numidian King Jugurtha 
back in chains. Before his ship even returned to Italy, the senate elected Marius to lead the war against the northern 
invaders. Reorganizing and reinvigorating the demoralized Roman legions, he led them to two remarkable victories in 
the space of months, crushing the Teutones and Ambrones at Aquiae Sextae and the Cimbri at Vercellae. The Roman 
army emerged from this period of crisis a much leaner and more professional force and the author examines the extent 
to which the 'Marian Reforms' were responsible for this and the extent to which they can be attributed to Marius 
himself.ber den Autor und weitere MitwirkendeAfter a successful career in corporate finance, Dr. Gareth Sampson 
returned to the study of ancient Rome and gained his PhD from the University of Machester, where he currently 
teaches ancient history. He has made a detailed study of early Roman political history and in particular the political 
office of the tribunate of the plebs. He is currently engaged in a study of the power struggles and the civil warfare of 
the late Republic and its expansionist policies in the east. 


