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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Excellent book, excellent lessonsVon Michael W. PerrySome books see history from the top down, describing what 
was done by the supposed 'Greats' who receive most of the attention in the press. Others look from the bottom up at 
how those same events involved ordinary people. This well-research and well-written book does an excellent job at 
describing the Berlin Airlift from the perspective of all who participated, from President Truman and General Clay at 
the top, to the USAF pilots and mechanics, many of them recalled WWII veterans, who flew and maintained the 
planes. The success of the airlift rests on both Truman's 'We stay in Berlin. Period' and the courage of those pilots 
flying in all sorts of weather. As you might expect from the title, Daring Young Men, the book touches on but does not 
explore in depth what the airlift meant to the people of Berlin. For that, you'll need to read other books.There are also 
several broader themes in the book:* The airlift anticipated both today's almost all-weather air travel and an 'all air all 
the way' freight business. What the USAF was doing in the 1940s, is what corporate American began doing in the 
1980s. Sometimes the military does something first and others follow.* We should never forget that the heroism of 
Great Britain did not end with the fall of Berlin. It continued on with the major assistance that an impoverished post-
war UK made to an airlift to rescue their former foe's capital city from a communist dictatorship. Reeves doesn't say so 
outright, but it is easy to suspect that in the long run Britain benefited from their generosity. The effort they devoted to 
saving Berlin rather than keeping their empire intact in India and the Middle East spared them the disasters that befell 
the French, whose zeal to save their empire in Indo-China kept them from offering much assistance to the airlift.* 
Today, the 'politically correct' claim that the U.S. has been behaving badly since it became the world's only policeman 
(clearly assumed to be a bad thing) after the fall of the Soviet Union (almost assumed to be bad). That's not even 
remotely true, as the Berlin airlift demonstrates. As the author notes, after World War II, democratic Europe was 
simply too devastated to have the resources to stand up to the threat the USSR and a communist ideology posed in 
Europe and abroad. It was under Truman that the US first shouldered that burden of policing the world and containing 
the thugs. The real objection to that Truman policy has different roots. With its foreign policy no longer dominated by 
the need to contain Soviet communism, the US can now devote at least some attention to less pressing but still 
important matters. One example is Saddam''s Iraq, which was brutally repressive at home and intent on conquering its 
neighbors (Iran, Kuiwait and eventually Saudi Arabia). When Bush removed Saddam from power, he was continuing 
the policy of aggressive containment that began under Truman. Obama's failure to contain the nuclear ambitions of 
Iran suggests that he's part of a different American tradition, that of President Carter.History strongly suggests that 
Truman''s policies of aggressive containment is far more successful at containing evil-doers than the pandering and 
excuse-making that took place under Carter and that now passes for foreign policy under the Obama administration. 
Truman not only saved Berlin, he may have saved much of Western Europe from becoming like Finland, a country 
that was only able to stay democratic in the Soviet shadow by adopting a castrated foreign policy that was pleasing to 
the USSR. Truman not only talked tough, he was tough.--Michael W. Perry, editor of Chesterton on War and Peace: 
Battling the Ideas and Movements that Led to Nazism and World War II

KurzbeschreibungIn the early hours of June 26, 1948, phones began ringing across America, waking up the airmen of 
World War IIpilots, navigators, and mechanicswho were finally beginning normal lives with new houses, new jobs, 
new wives, and new babies. Some were given just forty-eight hours to report to local military bases. The president, 
Harry S. Truman, was recalling them to active duty to try to save the desperate people of the western sectors of Berlin, 
the enemy capital many of them had bombed to rubble only three years before. Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin had 
ordered a blockade of the city, isolating the people of West Berlin, using hundreds of thousands of Red Army soldiers 
to close off all land and water access to the city. He was gambling that he could drive out the small detachments of 
American, British, and French occupation troops, because their only option was to stay and watch Berliners starveor 
retaliate by starting World War III. The situation was impossible, Truman was told by his national security advisers, 
including the Joint Chiefs of Staff. His answer: "We stay in Berlin. Period." That was when the phones started ringing 
and local police began banging on doors to deliver telegrams to the vets. Drawing on service records and hundreds of 
interviews in the United States, Germany, and Great Britain, Reeves tells the stories of these civilian airmen, the 
successors to Stephen Ambroses "Citizen Soldiers," ordinary Americans again called to extraordinary tasks. They did 
the impossible, living in barns and muddy tents, flying over Soviet-occupied territory day and night, trying to stay 
awake, making it up as they went along and ignoring Russian fighters and occasional anti-aircraft fire trying to drive 
them to hostile ground. The Berlin Airlift changed the world. It ended when Stalin backed down and lifted the 
blockade, but only after the bravery and sense of duty of those young heroes had bought the Allies enough time to 
create a new West Germany and sign the mutual defense agreement that created NATO, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization. And then they went home again. Some of them forgot where they had parked their cars after they got the 
call.PressestimmenThis is gripping history. Terry Hartle, The Christian Science MonitorKurzbeschreibungIn the early 
hours of June 26, 1948, phones began ringing across America, waking up the airmen of World War IIpilots, 



navigators, and mechanicswho were finally beginning normal lives with new houses, new jobs, new wives, and new 
babies. Some were given just forty-eight hours to report to local military bases. The president, Harry S. Truman, was 
recalling them to active duty to try to save the desperate people of the western sectors of Berlin, the enemy capital 
many of them had bombed to rubble only three years before. Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin had ordered a blockade of 
the city, isolating the people of West Berlin, using hundreds of thousands of Red Army soldiers to close off all land 
and water access to the city. He was gambling that he could drive out the small detachments of American, British, and 
French occupation troops, because their only option was to stay and watch Berliners starveor retaliate by starting 
World War III. The situation was impossible, Truman was told by his national security advisers, including the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. His answer: "We stay in Berlin. Period." That was when the phones started ringing and local police 
began banging on doors to deliver telegrams to the vets. Drawing on service records and hundreds of interviews in the 
United States, Germany, and Great Britain, Reeves tells the stories of these civilian airmen, the successors to Stephen 
Ambroses "Citizen Soldiers," ordinary Americans again called to extraordinary tasks. They did the impossible, living 
in barns and muddy tents, flying over Soviet-occupied territory day and night, trying to stay awake, making it up as 
they went along and ignoring Russian fighters and occasional anti-aircraft fire trying to drive them to hostile ground. 
The Berlin Airlift changed the world. It ended when Stalin backed down and lifted the blockade, but only after the 
bravery and sense of duty of those young heroes had bought the Allies enough time to create a new West Germany and 
sign the mutual defense agreement that created NATO, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. And then they went 
home again. Some of them forgot where they had parked their cars after they got the call. 


