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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Not all 
are gathered...Von FrKurt MessickThis is a very important book for me -- as a generation X-er myself (just on the 
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cusp -- I missed the Baby Boomer generation by a matter of months), I can relate to much of what is contained in this 
book. The editor, Nathan Humphrey, at the time of this gathering was an aspirant with many of the problems and fears 
that I had when encountering the vocational process. How can you embrace a process that you fear, that you do not 
trust? How can you trust a process that belittles you, and fundamentally does not trust you? I regret to say that this is 
the reason why I am no longer a member of the Episcopal church; despite summa cum laude grades at my seminary 
and the feeling among all but three Episcopal clerics that I would make a good priest, the process was sufficiently 
manipulated by a few powerful people to keep me from even being permitted to ask the initial question, am I called? If 
ever there was a process that is need of overhaul, this is it.Other writers in this text talk about community. Community 
is of vital importance in the church -- without it, there is no church. However, what constitutes community is different 
from generation to generation, and mainline churches (of which the Episcopal church is one) is only beginning to 
understand its need for change in different areas, while embracing tradition in others. This is never an easy task. My 
problem with the hierarchy of the church is that they are too quick to pass responsibility on to a vague concept of 
'community' while holding all the power and authority amongst themselves. Various contributors speak to this issue, 
too. It will be a long time before there are any Generation X-er bishops, and given that the number of X-er priests is 
still a single-digit percentage, it is no surprise this book does not get more attention in official circles.The topics 
discussed in this book include issues of race, gender, and bivocational ministry (funny, when one of my students asked 
a local bishop about this possibility, the student was told that this proved the call was not a valid call, so go figure...). 
The book looks primary at issues concentrating around ordained leadership roles, but can be instructive with regard to 
other roles, too. This is a book that should be read by every bishop, priest, deacon, vestry member, Christian educator, 
lay leader, seminarian, and interested congregation member in the church.While I love this book in many respects, and 
find kindred spirits among the contributors to many of the things that I have felt, in my call to ministry, my experience 
as a seminarian, and my practice as a priest (another church ordained me, with the clear understanding that my heart 
was still Anglican), I am saddened that they don't take the issue of those lost to the church because of the problems 
more seriously. Perhaps it is because at their conference, the root of this book, there weren't many (or perhaps any) 
representatives of those of us who would give almost anything to be able to return to our church and be of service, but 
find that the requirements are set so high as to be impossible. This is a church that has the parable of the prodigal son 
as part of its standard lectionary -- however, the church could never be confused with the welcoming father in that 
lesson.There is hope for the church, and this book exhibits this. However, the church needs to face the future with 
honesty, and that honesty needs to include those of us excluded.
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