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order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised General Lee's Army: From Victory to Collapse
(English Edition):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
MindblowingV on William PeynsaertThis book scientifically proves that Confederate soldiers were more loyal to the
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Confederacy if they had astake in slavery. Neo Confederates will hate this book. And therefore | loveit.

Kurzbeschreibung"Y ou would be surprised to see what men we have in the ranks,” Virginia cavalryman Thomas
Rowland informed his mother in May 1861, just after joining the Army of Northern Virginia. His army -- General
Robert E. Lee'sarmy -- was a surprise to almost everyone: With daring early victories and an invasion into the North,
they nearly managed to convince the North to give up the fight. Even in 1865, facing certain defeat after the loss of
30,000 men, aLouisiana private fighting in Lee'sarmy still had hope. "I must not despair,” he scribbled in his diary.
"Leewill bring order out of chaos, and with the help of our Heavenly Father, al will be well." Astonishingly, after 150
years of scholarship, there are still some major surprises about the Army of Northern Virginia. In General Lee's Army,
renowned historian Joseph T. Glatthaar draws on an impressive range of sources assembled over two decades -- from
letters and diaries, to official war records, to a new, definitive database of statistics -- to rewrite the history of the Civil
War's most important army and, indeed, of the war itself. Glatthaar takes readers from the home front to the heart of
the most famous battles of the war: Manassas, the Peninsula campaign, Antietam, Gettysburg, all the way to the final
surrender at Appomattox. General Lee's Army penetrates headquarters tents and winter shanties, eliciting the officers
plans, wishes, and prayers, it portrays aworld of life, death, healing, and hardship; it investigates the South's
commitment to the war and its gradual erosion; and it depicts and analyzes L ee's men in triumph and defeat. The
history of Lee'sarmy isapowerful lens on the entire war. The fate of Lee's army explains why the South almost

won -- and why it lost. The story of his men -- their reasons for fighting, their cohesion, mounting casualties, diseases,
supply problems, and discipline problems -- tellsit all. Glatthaar's definitive account settles many historical arguments.
The Rebels were fighting above all to defend slavery. More than half of Lee's men were killed, wounded, or

captured -- a staggering statistic. Their leader, Robert E. Lee, though far from perfect, held an exalted placein his
men's eyes despite a number of mistakes and despite arange of problems among some of his key lieutenants. General
Lee's Army is a masterpiece of scholarship and vivid storytelling, narrated as much as possible in the words of the
enlisted men and their officers.From Publishers WeeklyY ou cannot say that University of North Carolina professor
Glatthaar (Partnersin Command) did not do his homework in this massive examination of the Civil Wareralives of
the men in Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia. Glatthaar spent nearly 20 years examining and ordering
primary source material to ferret out why Lee's men fought, how they lived during the war, how they came close to
winning, and why they lost. Glatthaar marshals convincing evidence to challenge the often-expressed notion that the
war in the South was arich man's war and a poor man's fight and that support for slavery was concentrated among the
Southern upper class. Lee's army included the rich, poor and middle-class, according to the author, who contends that
there was broad support for the war in all economic strata of Confederate society. He also challenges the myth that
because Union forces outnumbered and materially outmatched the Confederates, the rebel cause waslost, and
articulates Lee and his army's acumen and achievements in the face of this overwhelming opposition. This well-
written work provides much food for thought for al Civil War buffs. (Mar.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a
division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.Pressestimmen"The storied history of the Army of Northern Virginia
has never had a better chronicler than Joseph Glatthaar. Like all armies, it reflected the strengths and weaknesses of
the society from which it was recruited. Glatthaar has written its story as it should be written -- afast-paced narrative
of campaigns and battles, to be sure, but also an analysis of the army's socioeconomic makeup based on research more
thorough and penetrating than has been done for any other Civil War army." -- James M. McPherson, author of This
Mighty Scourge: Perspectives on the Civil War"Joseph T. Glatthaar brings a fresh and revealing perspective to the
much-studied history of Robert E. Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia. Prodigious research, a meticulous use of
statistical information, and analytical acuity mark this book, which abounds with surprising information about the
makeup of the army, its casualties, and the quality of its leadership. Thisis now the indispensable first placeto go for
anyone interested in Lee, hisarmy, and their storied campaigns.” -- Gary W. Gallagher, author of The Confederate
War"Thisis a splendid piece of work, buttressed by wondrously thorough research in avast array of primary material,
and destined to be agreat classic." -- Robert K. Krick, author of Stonewall Jackson at Cedar Mountain"A unique, often
controversial description of Lee's soldiers, their background and the conditions under which they fought.”" -- Kirkus s



