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Von Bruce Catton : Grant Takes Command (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Grant Takes Command (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
change in focus-Grant takes the reinsVon BrasidasA change in Focus--Grant takes the ReinsUntil 1864, the Army of 
the Potomac had never won a campaign. Each Union attempt to capture Richmond drove south, was repulsed, 
withdrew to Washington, found a new general, and tried again. After his successes at Vicksburg and Chattanooga, 
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Grant came east to a promotion, to general in charge of all Union Armies.Grant brought a different focus, and Catton 
defines this superbly in this book, drawing on many of Grant's memoranda to other officers, as well as President 
Lincoln. Catton captures the essence of a Grant campaign: hold on to the enemy, grasp and retain the initiative, and 
always move your logistics aggresively forward.Catton also tries, albeit weakley, to show that Grant was not a "pure" 
attritionist. He offers examples of Grant's desires to push west and sever Richmond from the Shenandoah. Catton 
explores the political reality of uncovering Washington to a Confederate thrust, while attacking the logistics that 
sustained Confederate armies, while Sherman simultaneously attacked Atlanta and its strategic railhead. Catton states 
that after the battle of Cold Harbor Ggrant's numerical superiority was at its lowest level, but he does not provide the 
hard math to support this stance. On the other hand, Catton shows well the manuever warfare used by Grant to slip 
away after Cold Harbor, steal a march, and get across the James River before Lee, stripped of his cavalry, could 
discover the move and react.This book does a very solid job of capturing Grant's determination, his unyielding efforts 
to impose his will on the leaders and staff of the Army of the Potomac, and to integrate the political realities of 
volunteers, political appointee generals and a presidential election with the cold hard reality of constant 
campaigning.A good read not just for students of the martial art, but for any leader who must address the Sisyphean 
task of invigorating old "we've always done it that way" people with a new ethos and drive.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. Excellent history of Grant's Union Army CommandVon Charles ReillyThis is a well-
researched account of the last two years of the Civil War (1863-1865). The harsh realities of the battles and living 
conditions are especially given great detail here. The final days of the war and the surrender of General Lee are 
extremely poignant as the author examines the tattered remains of the once invincible Army of Northern Virginia. The 
exchange between the victors and the vanquished at Appomattox is the highlight of the book. The author also takes 
pains not to overlook any of Grant's military blunders such as Cold Harbor and gives an even-handed viewpoint 
throughout. I recommend this book for anyone who is interested in the darkest days of our nation's history.

KurzbeschreibungA thrilling account of the final years of the War Between the States and the great general who led 
the Union to victory This conclusion of Pulitzer Prizewinning author Bruce Cattons acclaimed Civil War history of 
General Ulysses S. Grant begins in the summer of 1863. After Grants bold and decisive triumph over the Confederate 
Army at Vicksburga victory that wrested control of the Mississippi River from Southern handsPresident Abraham 
Lincoln promoted Grant to the head of the Army of the Potomac. The newly named general was virtually unknown to 
the nation and to the Unions military high command, but he proved himself in the brutal closing year and a half of the 
War Between the States. Grants strategic brilliance and unshakeable tenacity crushed the Confederacy in the battles of 
the Overland Campaign in Virginia and the Siege of Petersburg. In the spring of 1865, Grant finally forced Robert E. 
Lees surrender at Appomattox Court House, thus ending the bloodiest conflict on American soil. Although tragedy 
struck only days later when Lincolnwhom Grant called incontestably the greatest man I have ever knownwas 
assassinated, Grants military triumphs would ensure that the presidents principles of unity and freedom would endure. 
In Grant Takes Command, Catton offers readers an in-depth portrait of an extraordinary warrior and unparalleled 
military strategist whose brilliant battlefield leadership saved an endangered Union. 


