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Von Stephen Connely Benz : Guatemalan Journey before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Guatemal an Journey:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A must-
read journey INTO GuatemalaVon Ein KundeFor travellers to Guatemala who wish to understand the country more
deeply but are unable to do so due to the briefness of their visits (unfortunately, this includes most visitors), thisisthe
perfect book to read. Benz weaves an entertaining travelogue while frequently offering informative historical detail
and penetrating insights into Guatemalan life, customs, law, and current trends and problems. He makes many
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perceptive, sometimes startling and unsettling, observations on this troubled but perennially fascinating country. Easily
worth double the publisher's price, this book should be read by anyone planning to visit the country. More than a
Guatemalan journey, it is athought-provoking journey INTO Guatemala.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende
Rezension hilfreich. Clear observations on life in modern Central AmericaVon John H. KellyBenz' observant eye
catchesjust right the sad and funny contradictions of Guatemala. He writes so clearly and informally that the
poignancy of his observations catches you by surprise. The book is an easy read (in quickly-digested themes such as
"The City Dump" and "Ladino Attitudes"). Anyone who has lived or traveled in Latin Americawill, with agroan or a
chuckle, recognize Benz' personal anecdotes as typifying the ethos of the place, and learn something new about its
history. Best of al, Benz understands he will always just be a gringo, a stranger, no matter how acute his commentary.

KurzbeschreibungGuatemal a draws some half million tourists each year, whose brief visits to the ruins of ancient
Maya cities and contemporary highland Maya villages may give them only a partial and folkloric understanding of
Guatemalan society. In thisvividly written travel narrative, Stephen Connely Benz explores the Guatemala that casual
travelers miss, using his encounters with ordinary Guatemalans at the mall, on the streets, at soccer games, and even at
the funeral of massacre victimsto illuminate the socia reality of Guatemal a today.The book opens with an extended
section on the capital, Guatemala City, and then moves out to the more remote parts of the country where the
Guatemalan Indians predominate. Benz offers us a series of intelligent and sometimes humorous perspectives on
Guatemala's political history and the role of the military, the country's environmental degradation, the influence of
foreign missionaries, and especially the impact of the United States on Guatemala, from governmental programs to
fast food franchises.KurzbeschreibungGuatemala draws some half million tourists each year, whose brief visitsto the
ruins of ancient Maya cities and contemporary highland Maya villages may give them only a partial and folkloric
understanding of Guatemalan society. In thisvividly written travel narrative, Stephen Connely Benz explores the
Guatemala that casual travelers miss, using his encounters with ordinary Guatemalans at the mall, on the streets, at
soccer games, and even at the funeral of massacre victimsto illuminate the social reality of Guatemala today.The book
opens with an extended section on the capital, Guatemala City, and then moves out to the more remote parts of the
country where the Guatemalan Indians predominate. Benz offers us a series of intelligent and sometimes humorous
perspectives on Guatemala's political history and the role of the military, the country's environmental degradation, the
influence of foreign missionaries, and especially the impact of the United States on Guatemala, from governmental
programs to fast food franchises.ber den Autor und weitere MitwirkendeStephen Connely Benz was a Fulbright
Scholar in Guatemala from 1988 to 1990. A poet and essayist, he was Assistant Professor of English at Barry
University in Miami.



