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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An
Ongoing Poalitical PartnershipVon James Gallen"Guest of Honor" presents the nationally shocking dinner at which
Booker T. Washington was entertained in the White House by President Theodore Roosevelt and his family. More
than just the story of adinner it presents adual biography of two men who, although worlds apart in their social
origins, shared surprisingly similar experiences and whose career paths would intersect. Both the son of a patrician and
the son of aslave would lose awife, Washington would lose two, struggle with rebellious children, and serve each
other'sinterests in the South.Roosevelt was ararity in his day in that, although believing in the superiority of the
Anglo-Saxon, would give a high achiever his due regardless of race. Washington became aleader of his race through
his advancement of education for former slaves.Upon becoming president, TR needed eyes and ears in the South.
Washington, amember of arace then heavily supportive of the Party of Lincoln, could be those eyes and ears. A
working relationship with the president did wonders for Washington's prestige and his value to the Tuskegee Institute
that he led.Shortly after succeeding to the presidency, TR invited Washington to dinner to discuss federal
appointments in the South. Roosevelt wanted Washington to recommend the best qualified men (no, women were not
considered in those days) for job openings. The relationship was a productive, although controversial one. Although
the dinner was neither publicized nor considered newsworthy by either participant it was picked up by the press and
visions of a black man being a dinner guest at the White House drew storms of criticism, most violently from the
South. The incident probably eliminated any chance TR may have had of cracking the Solid Democratic South.For his
part, Washington's vision of a Negro race finding success through the mastery of arts and trades rather than strictly
academic pursuits, while maintaining social separation of the races attracted both adherents and detractors. Among his
most vociferous detractors was W.E.B. DuBois who demanded equal rights for blacks.Author Deborah Davis posits
that the downfall of both men began with racial issues. While Washington's vision clashed with that of DuBois,
Roosevelt's reputation suffered as aresult of the Brownsville incident in which TR approved the discharge a unit of
Negro troops over a dubious claim of rape by an unknown member of the unit. Although the respect for each would
decline before their deaths, that Roosevelt-Washington dinner would be cited by John McCain as he conceded to the
first black man who would dine at the White House, not as a guest, but as a host.This book flows smoothly between
the life stories of these two giants of their era. | had read of TR's plan to use arelationship with Washington for
political advantage in the South, but had never before seen the ongoing political partnership explained in such depth. It
isahelpful study of ararely explored aspect of American history.

Kurzbeschreibungln this revealing social history, one remarkable White House dinner becomes a lens through which
to examine race, politics, and the lives and legacies of two of Americas most iconic figures. In 1901, President
Theodore Roosevelt invited Booker T. Washington to have dinner at the executive mansion with the First Family. The
next morning, news that the president had dined with a black manand former slavesent shock waves through the
nation. Although African Americans had helped build the White House and had worked for most of the presidents, not
asingle one had ever been invited to dine there. Fueled by inflammatory newspaper articles, political cartoons, and
even vulgar songs, the scandal escalated and threatened to topple two of Americas greatest men. In this smart,
accessible narrative, one seemingly ordinary dinner becomes a window onto postCivil War American history and
politics, and onto the lives of two dynamic men whose experiences and philosophies connect in unexpected ways.
Deborah Davis also introduces dozens of other fascinating figures who have previously occupied the margins and
footnotes of history, creating alively and vastly entertaining book that reconfirms her place as one of our most talented
popular historians.Pressestimmen”Provide[s] a panoramic view of America at the turn of the 20th century. . .Daviss
book isamarker of how far the country has come." --Washington Post"A well-researched, highly readable treatment
of an important erain racial relations, encapsulated in the meeting of two of the eras most significant men." --Kirkus s,
starred review "Thisis history that excites. Thisis history that inspires. And thisis history that will make readers sit up
all night." Betty DeRamus, author of Forbidden Fruit: Love Stories from the Underground Railroad and Freedom by
Any Means. In fluid prose and with clear respect for her subject matter, Davis paints avivid picture of race relations at
the turn of the 20th century a story resonating with todays fraught political and racial landscape. Publishers
WeeklyValuable because it gives us not only a picture of how things have changed in the century since TR was
President but also how much really hasnt changed. --The Moderate V oice[ Davis] does an excellent job of sketching
the backgorund of this remarkable period." -- Wilmington Star NewsPressestimmen”A well-researched, highly
readable treatment of an important erain racia relations, encapsulated in the meeting of two of the eras most
significant men." --Kirkus s, starred review "This s history that excites. Thisis history that inspires. And thisis history
that will make readers sit up al night." Betty DeRamus, author of Forbidden Fruit: Love Stories from the
Underground Railroad and Freedom by Any Means. In fluid prose and with clear respect for her subject matter, Davis
paints avivid picture of race relations at the turn of the 20th century a story resonating with todays fraught political
and racial landscape. Publishers Weeklylt is valuable because it gives us not only a picture of how things have



changed in the century since TR was President but also how much really hasnt changed. --The Moderate V oice



