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Frage prsidialer FhrungVon J. RuppDie Auen- und Sicherheitspolitik der Vereinigten Staaten wurde seit dem Ende des 
Zweiten Weltkrieges mageblich von republikanischen Prsidenten mitgestaltet. Von Dwight D. Eisenhower bis George 
W. Bush prgten und definierten sie die konkrete Ausformung einer Politik, die sich im Wesentlichen an den Interessen 
und Werten der eigenen Nation orientierte. Wie der amerikanische Politologe Colin Dueck in dieser glnzend 
geschriebenen Studie zeigen kann, lag es in der Tradition der "Grand Old Party, dass ihre Prsidenten eine harte Linie 
in den Auenbeziehungen der USA verfolgten.In diesem Politikfeld verfgen sie dank der amerikanischen Verfassung 
ber einen deutlich greren Handlungsspielraum als im Bereich der Innenpolitik. Dueck gelingt es nun sehr gut, die 
auen- und sicherheitspolitische Gestaltungskraft der republikanischen Prsidenten im Rahmen der jeweiligen 
historischen und politischen Kontexte herauszuarbeiten.Hierbei teilt der Autor die entsprechenden 
Gestaltungsoptionen in vier Idealtypen ein, denen ein bestimmtes strategisches Verstndnis zugrunde liegt. Er 
unterscheidet zwischen den "Falken, den "Realisten, den "Nationalisten und den "Anti-Interventionisten. Die "Falken 
setzen sich fr eine auf militrischer Strke basierende Auenpolitik ein, die auch militrische Interventionen ausdrcklich 
miteinschliet. Die prominentesten Reprsentanten dieses Idealtyps innerhalb der GOP waren Senator Barry Goldwater 
und Prsident Ronald Reagan.Demgegenber vertreten die "Realisten einen zurckhaltenden Standpunkt, der mehr auf 
einen Interessenausgleich zwischen den Gromchten abzielt. Sie streben nach einem Gleichgewicht der Macht, welches 
sich stabilisierend auf das internationale Staatensystem auswirken soll. Ihre bislang wichtigsten Vertreter in der 
Republikanischen Partei waren Richard Nixon, Henry Kissinger und George H. W. Bush.Die "Nationalisten 
befrworten hingegen eine an der nationalen Souvernitt ausgerichtete Auenpolitik, die sich nicht durch fremde Mchte, 
internationale Organisationen oder multilaterale Vereinbarungen einschrnken und behindern lsst. Beispielhaft 
verkrperte George W. Bush einen solchen republikanischen Idealtyp.Die "Anti-Interventionisten verlangen stattdessen 
eine Rckbesinnung auf den Grundsatz der Nichteinmischung in die internen Angelegenheiten anderer Staaten. Sie 
lehnen direkte politische oder militrische Bndnisse grundstzlich ab, was sie aber nicht davon abhlt, diplomatische und 
auenwirtschaftliche Beziehungen mit der Staatenwelt zu pflegen. Ihr wichtigster Vertreter war der republikanische 
Senator Robert Taft. Im Unterschied zu den brigen drei Idealtypen spielte der Anti-Interventionismus in den letzten 
Jahrzehnten lediglich eine untergeordnete Rolle, weil die weltweite Ausrichtung der USA dem anti-
interventionistischen Verstndnis entgegenwirkte.Welcher der vier Idealtypen zur praktischen Anwendung gelangt, 
wird in letzter Instanz vom amtierenden Prsidenten entschieden. Intellektuelle oder Wirtschaftsfhrer sind hierfr 
jedenfalls nicht verantwortlich. Auch ein neuer republikanischer Prsident wird sich an diesen Idealtypen orientieren, 
wenn er die Richtung seiner Auen- und Sicherheitspolitik bestimmen muss.Dueck, der sich selbst den Realisten 
zurechnet, verweist in seiner Darstellung auf die groen und erfolgreichen Amtsvorgnger als potentielle Vorbilder. Mit 
der Ausnahme von George W. Bush beurteilt er nmlich die bisherigen republikanischen Prsidenten durchaus positiv. 
Wer auch immer der nchste republikanische Prsident werden wird, er oder sie wrde gut daran tun, sich grndlich bei 
Colin Dueck zu informieren. Sein Buch ist absolut empfehlenswert.Jrgen Rupp

Kurzbeschreibung Hard Line traces the history of Republican Party foreign policy since World War II by focusing on 
the conservative leaders who shaped it. Colin Dueck closely examines the political careers and foreign-policy legacies 
of Robert Taft, Dwight Eisenhower, Barry Goldwater, Richard Nixon, Henry Kissinger, Ronald Reagan, George H. 
W. Bush, and George W. Bush. He shows how Republicans shifted away from isolationism in the years leading up to 
World War II and oscillated between realism and idealism during and after the cold war. Yet despite these changes, 
Dueck argues, conservative foreign policy has been characterized by a hawkish and intense American nationalism, and 
presidential leadership has been the driving force behind it. What does the future hold for Republican foreign policy? 
Hard Line demonstrates that the answer depends on who becomes the next Republican president. Dueck challenges the 
popular notion that Republican foreign policy today is beholden to economic interests or neoconservative intellectuals. 
He shows how Republican presidents have been granted remarkably wide leeway to define their party's foreign policy 
in the past, and how the future of conservative foreign policy will depend on whether the next Republican president 
exercises the prudence, pragmatism, and care needed to implement hawkish foreign policies skillfully and 
successfully. Hard Line reveals how most Republican presidents since World War II have done just that, and how their 
accomplishments can help guide future conservative presidents.PressestimmenDueck has written a book that combines 
solid scholarship with an explicitly political message. . . . [A] thoughtful, well-informed, nuanced, and highly readable 
analysis. -- ChoiceDueck has written a book that combines solid scholarship with an explicitly political message. . . . 
[A] thoughtful, well-informed, nuanced, and highly readable analysis. -- "ChoiceIn "Hard Line", a masterful account 
of the evolution of Republican foreign policy over the last 70 years, Colin Dueck identifies several historical factions 
within the Republican party: the isolationists, who are heirs to Sen. Robert Taft; the realists, who continue the 
approach best-identified with the presidency of Richard Nixon; and the hawks and nationalists, who acquired greater 
prominence in the Reagan years and were best-represented in the administration of George W. Bush.--Nikolas K. 
Gvosdev "World Politics "Colin Dueck's thorough analysis of the foreign-policy views of Republican political leaders 



since World War II has two aspects. As history, it is informative, objective, and broadly useful. . . . He presents a 
careful, detailed policy analysis of Republican presidents starting with Eisenhower, and includes leaders like 
Goldwater and Taft who significantly shaped party thinking even without the Oval Office. . . . [A]s we enter another 
presidential season, it is worth remembering Dueck's central insight about the importance of presidential discretion in 
shaping foreign policy.--John Bolton, former U.S. representative to the United Nations "National "[W]hat a 
remarkable job of historical synthesis this work embodies. I have hurriedly added large sections of it to my class in the 
politics of US foreign policy and am sure many other teachers will do likewise.--Timothy J. Lynch "H-Diplo ISSF 
Roundtable s "Those wishing to learn more about how Republicans view the world and America's place in it should 
read "Hard Line". Clear, balanced and comprehensive, the book provides an interesting perspective on how 
Republicans develop and implement their foreign policy vision. . . . "Hard Line" is an impressive book . . .--John Shaw 
"Washington Diplomat ""Hard Line" is an impressive account of the history of Republican and conservative foreign 
policy thinking over the past 60 years.--Tom Switzer "American "Colin Dueck's superbly written history of 
Republican American presidents since the end of World War II is a fine introduction to American conservatism and 
American presidential politics alike. . . . Dueck brilliantly conflates the recent history of political thought, the 
emergence of new and powerful lobbies, party and domestic politics, and public diplomacy with the performance of 
Republican presidents.--Dustin Dehez "Journal of Global Analysis ""Hard Line" is an incisive and balanced 
examination of Republican foreign policy over the past six decades and a persuasive argument on behalf of adherence 
to a prudent conservative realism as the cornerstone of future US foreign policy in a dangerous world.--Mackubin 
Thomas Owens "Journal of Strategic Studies ""Hard Line" provides a solid overview of Republican foreign policy 
since World War II. Its author synthesizes numerous well-known sources into a readable narrative.--Sarah Mergel 
"Journal of American Studies ""Hard Line" is an impressive account of the history of Republican and conservative 
foreign policy thinking over the past 60 years.--Tom Switzer "American ""Hard Line" is an incisive and balanced 
examination of Republican foreign policy over the past six decades and a persuasive argument on behalf of adherence 
to a prudent conservative realism as the cornerstone of future US foreign policy in a dangerous world.--Mackubin 
Thomas Owens "Journal of Strategic Studies ""Hard Line" provides a solid overview of Republican foreign policy 
since World War II. Its author synthesizes numerous well-known sources into a readable narrative.--Sarah Mergel 
"Journal of American Studies "In "Hard Line", a masterful account of the evolution of Republican foreign policy over 
the last 70 years, Colin Dueck identifies several historical factions within the Republican party: the isolationists, who 
are heirs to Sen. Robert Taft; the realists, who continue the approach best-identified with the presidency of Richard 
Nixon; and the hawks and nationalists, who acquired greater prominence in the Reagan years and were best-
represented in the administration of George W. Bush.--Nikolas K. Gvosdev "World Politics "Colin Dueck's thorough 
analysis of the foreign-policy views of Republican political leaders since World War II has two aspects. As history, it 
is informative, objective, and broadly useful. . . . He presents a careful, detailed policy analysis of Republican 
presidents starting with Eisenhower, and includes leaders like Goldwater and Taft who significantly shaped party 
thinking even without the Oval Office. . . . [A]s we enter another presidential season, it is worth remembering Dueck's 
central insight about the importance of presidential discretion in shaping foreign policy.--John Bolton, former U.S. 
representative to the United Nations "National "[W]hat a remarkable job of historical synthesis this work embodies. I 
have hurriedly added large sections of it to my class in the politics of US foreign policy and am sure many other 
teachers will do likewise.--Timothy J. Lynch "H-Diplo ISSF Roundtable s "Those wishing to learn more about how 
Republicans view the world and America's place in it should read "Hard Line". Clear, balanced and comprehensive, 
the book provides an interesting perspective on how Republicans develop and implement their foreign policy vision. . . 
. "Hard Line" is an impressive book . . .--John Shaw "Washington Diplomat ""Hard Line" is an impressive account of 
the history of Republican and conservative foreign policy thinking over the past 60 years.--Tom Switzer "American 
"Colin Dueck's superbly written history of Republican American presidents since the end of World War II is a fine 
introduction to American conservatism and American presidential politics alike. . . . Dueck brilliantly conflates the 
recent history of political thought, the emergence of new and powerful lobbies, party and domestic politics, and public 
diplomacy with the performance of Republican presidents.--Dustin Dehez "Journal of Global Analysis ""Hard Line" is 
an incisive and balanced examination of Republican foreign policy over the past six decades and a persuasive 
argument on behalf of adherence to a prudent conservative realism as the cornerstone of future US foreign policy in a 
dangerous world.--Mackubin Thomas Owens "Journal of Strategic Studies ""Hard Line" provides a solid overview of 
Republican foreign policy since World War II. Its author synthesizes numerous well-known sources into a readable 
narrative.--Sarah Mergel "Journal of American Studies ""In "Hard Line", a masterful account of the evolution of 
Republican foreign policy over the last 70 years, Colin Dueck identifies several historical factions within the 
Republican party: the isolationists, who are heirs to Sen. Robert Taft; the realists, who continue the approach best-
identified with the presidency of Richard Nixon; and the hawks and nationalists, who acquired greater prominence in 
the Reagan years and were best-represented in the administration of George W. Bush."--Nikolas K. Gvosdev, "World 
Politics ""In "Hard Line," a masterful account of the evolution of Republican foreign policy over the last 70 years, 
Colin Dueck identifies several historical factions within the Republican party: the isolationists, who are heirs to Sen. 



Robert Taft; the realists, who continue the approach best-identified with the presidency of Richard Nixon; and the 
hawks and nationalists, who acquired greater prominence in the Reagan years and were best-represented in the 
administration of George W. Bush."--Nikolas K. Gvosdev, "World Politics """Hard Line" is an impressive account of 
the history of Republican and conservative foreign policy thinking over the past 60 years."--Tom Switzer, "American 
"""Hard Line" is an incisive and balanced examination of Republican foreign policy over the past six decades and a 
persuasive argument on behalf of adherence to a prudent conservative realism as the cornerstone of future US foreign 
policy in a dangerous world."--Mackubin Thomas Owens, "Journal of Strategic Studies"""Hard Line" provides a solid 
overview of Republican foreign policy since World War II. Its author synthesizes numerous well-known sources into a 
readable narrative."--Sarah Mergel, "Journal of American Studies""In Hard Line, a masterful account of the evolution 
of Republican foreign policy over the last 70 years, Colin Dueck identifies several historical factions within the 
Republican party: the isolationists, who are heirs to Sen. Robert Taft; the realists, who continue the approach best-
identified with the presidency of Richard Nixon; and the hawks and nationalists, who acquired greater prominence in 
the Reagan years and were best-represented in the administration of George W. Bush."--Nikolas K. Gvosdev, World 
Politics "Colin Dueck's thorough analysis of the foreign-policy views of Republican political leaders since World War 
II has two aspects. As history, it is informative, objective, and broadly useful. . . . He presents a careful, detailed policy 
analysis of Republican presidents starting with Eisenhower, and includes leaders like Goldwater and Taft who 
significantly shaped party thinking even without the Oval Office. . . . [A]s we enter another presidential season, it is 
worth remembering Dueck's central insight about the importance of presidential discretion in shaping foreign policy."--
John Bolton, former U.S. representative to the United Nations, National "[W]hat a remarkable job of historical 
synthesis this work embodies. I have hurriedly added large sections of it to my class in the politics of US foreign 
policy and am sure many other teachers will do likewise."--Timothy J. Lynch, H-Diplo ISSF Roundtable s"Dueck has 
written a book that combines solid scholarship with an explicitly political message. . . . [A] thoughtful, well-informed, 
nuanced, and highly readable analysis."--Choice"Those wishing to learn more about how Republicans view the world 
and America's place in it should read Hard Line. Clear, balanced and comprehensive, the book provides an interesting 
perspective on how Republicans develop and implement their foreign policy vision. . . . Hard Line is an impressive 
book."--John Shaw, Washington Diplomat"Hard Line is an impressive account of the history of Republican and 
conservative foreign policy thinking over the past 60 years."--Tom Switzer, American "Colin Dueck's superbly written 
history of Republican American presidents since the end of World War II is a fine introduction to American 
conservatism and American presidential politics alike. . . . Dueck brilliantly conflates the recent history of political 
thought, the emergence of new and powerful lobbies, party and domestic politics, and public diplomacy with the 
performance of Republican presidents."--Dustin Dehez, Journal of Global Analysis"Hard Line is an incisive and 
balanced examination of Republican foreign policy over the past six decades and a persuasive argument on behalf of 
adherence to a prudent conservative realism as the cornerstone of future US foreign policy in a dangerous world."--
Mackubin Thomas Owens, Journal of Strategic Studies"Hard Line provides a solid overview of Republican foreign 
policy since World War II. Its author synthesizes numerous well-known sources into a readable narrative."--Sarah 
Mergel, Journal of American Studies"This book is a welcome addition to the literature on American foreign policy in 
general and on Republican foreign policy in particular. . . . Colin Dueck has succeeded in debunking certain 
inaccurate, though commonly held, perceptions of Republican foreign policy."--Francis D. Raska, European Legacy-In 
Hard Line, a masterful account of the evolution of Republican foreign policy over the last 70 years, Colin Dueck 
identifies several historical factions within the Republican party: the isolationists, who are heirs to Sen. Robert Taft; 
the realists, who continue the approach best-identified with the presidency of Richard Nixon; and the hawks and 
nationalists, who acquired greater prominence in the Reagan years and were best-represented in the administration of 
George W. Bush.---Nikolas K. Gvosdev, World Politics -Colin Dueck's thorough analysis of the foreign-policy views 
of Republican political leaders since World War II has two aspects. As history, it is informative, objective, and broadly 
useful. . . . He presents a careful, detailed policy analysis of Republican presidents starting with Eisenhower, and 
includes leaders like Goldwater and Taft who significantly shaped party thinking even without the Oval Office. . . . 
[A]s we enter another presidential season, it is worth remembering Dueck's central insight about the importance of 
presidential discretion in shaping foreign policy.---John Bolton, former U.S. representative to the United Nations, 
National -[W]hat a remarkable job of historical synthesis this work embodies. I have hurriedly added large sections of 
it to my class in the politics of US foreign policy and am sure many other teachers will do likewise.---Timothy J. 
Lynch, H-Diplo ISSF Roundtable s-Dueck has written a book that combines solid scholarship with an explicitly 
political message. . . . [A] thoughtful, well-informed, nuanced, and highly readable analysis.---Choice-Those wishing 
to learn more about how Republicans view the world and America's place in it should read Hard Line. Clear, balanced 
and comprehensive, the book provides an interesting perspective on how Republicans develop and implement their 
foreign policy vision. . . . Hard Line is an impressive book.---John Shaw, Washington Diplomat-Hard Line is an 
impressive account of the history of Republican and conservative foreign policy thinking over the past 60 years.---
Tom Switzer, American -Colin Dueck's superbly written history of Republican American presidents since the end of 
World War II is a fine introduction to American conservatism and American presidential politics alike. . . . Dueck 



brilliantly conflates the recent history of political thought, the emergence of new and powerful lobbies, party and 
domestic politics, and public diplomacy with the performance of Republican presidents.---Dustin Dehez, Journal of 
Global Analysis-Hard Line is an incisive and balanced examination of Republican foreign policy over the past six 
decades and a persuasive argument on behalf of adherence to a prudent conservative realism as the cornerstone of 
future US foreign policy in a dangerous world.---Mackubin Thomas Owens, Journal of Strategic Studies-Hard Line 
provides a solid overview of Republican foreign policy since World War II. Its author synthesizes numerous well-
known sources into a readable narrative.---Sarah Mergel, Journal of American Studies-This book is a welcome 
addition to the literature on American foreign policy in general and on Republican foreign policy in particular. . . . 
Colin Dueck has succeeded in debunking certain inaccurate, though commonly held, perceptions of Republican 
foreign policy.---Francis D. Raska, European LegacyKurzbeschreibung Hard Line traces the history of Republican 
Party foreign policy since World War II by focusing on the conservative leaders who shaped it. Colin Dueck closely 
examines the political careers and foreign-policy legacies of Robert Taft, Dwight Eisenhower, Barry Goldwater, 
Richard Nixon, Henry Kissinger, Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush, and George W. Bush. He shows how 
Republicans shifted away from isolationism in the years leading up to World War II and oscillated between realism 
and idealism during and after the cold war. Yet despite these changes, Dueck argues, conservative foreign policy has 
been characterized by a hawkish and intense American nationalism, and presidential leadership has been the driving 
force behind it. What does the future hold for Republican foreign policy? Hard Line demonstrates that the answer 
depends on who becomes the next Republican president. Dueck challenges the popular notion that Republican foreign 
policy today is beholden to economic interests or neoconservative intellectuals. He shows how Republican presidents 
have been granted remarkably wide leeway to define their party's foreign policy in the past, and how the future of 
conservative foreign policy will depend on whether the next Republican president exercises the prudence, pragmatism, 
and care needed to implement hawkish foreign policies skillfully and successfully. Hard Line reveals how most 
Republican presidents since World War II have done just that, and how their accomplishments can help guide future 
conservative presidents. 


