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Von Robert H. Ferrell : Harry S. Truman: A Life (Give em Hell Harry)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Harry S. Truman: A Life (Give em Hell Harry): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Read, 
Think About and Enjoy!Von James GallenIn "Harry S Truman", Robert Ferrell gives the reader an introduction to this 
ordinary Missourian who lived such an extraordinary life. The reader is treated to an overview of this extraordinary 
life from childhood through the farm, the army, courtship and marriage, fatherhood, politics and retirement. Ferrell has 
managed to keep the book moving apace while providing sufficient detail to satisfy the readers curiosity.An obvious 
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fan of Truman, Ferrell does not hide his hero's faults or short falls while discussing his accomplishments. Truman's 
days as County Judge and his relationship with Boss Pendergast show a man who maintained his principles while 
taking advantage of a few opportunities, both political and financial, which may have been a bit on the shady side. I 
would think that a story centered in Jackson County politics could get boring really fast, but in this book even that 
stays interesting. He depicts of the marriage of Bess and Harry as a true love match which overcame interference from 
Bess' mother and periods of separation when Harry was in Washington. His election to and service in the Senate make 
for an interesting prelude to the Presidency.The White House years, naturally, get the heaviest attention. Truman's 
relationships with and opinions of FDR, George Marshall, Dean Atcheson, Eisenhower and MacArthur, Churchill, 
Nixon and others too many to mention give the book a greater breadth than is found in many biographies. The leading 
issues of those years, including the Atomic bomb, the end of World War II, relations with the Soviet Union, labor 
unrest, the economy, the Berlin Airlift, the Korean War and Sen. McCarthy are all shown from the White House 
perspective. The reader is given an insight into Truman's loves, likes, beliefs and hatreds. The narration of the 1948 
election, both the nomination and election segments, are fascinating reading. Truman was left with plenty of scores to 
even, baggage which could have impaired his performance, had he allowed it.Questions I have long entertained 
include "Why Truman?", "Was he better than people said?" and "How Well Did He Perform?" This book provided 
some answers but some questions remain unanswered. Why out of 300 Democratic governors and members of 
Congress did the Democratic Party select Truman for vice-president to an obviously dying FDR? That one remains a 
mystery. I now believe that he did a very good job for someone with his limitations, but that he was limited by his time 
and world view. Maybe as he said, there were a million Americans who were better qualified to be president than he 
was, but he had the job and did the best he could. That is the conclusion with which this book left me. Read, think 
about it yourself, and enjoy!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An Overlooked GemVon Ein 
KundeRobert Ferrell has been the foremost Truman scholar for several decades. His culminating work is this fine, 
well-researched, analytically compelling biography. It was supposed to be the definitive work on Truman. But David 
McCullough published his magnum opus first. I wish that Professor Ferrell had received a fraction of the well-
deserved acclamation heaped on McCullough. The two works are complementary. Ferrell does not match the rich 
narrative sweep of McCullough but makes up for it with critical analysis and placing Truman and his presidency in 
historical context, both in terms of change and continuity. If you liked "Truman" you will appreciate "Harry S. 
Truman: A Life" and may find it ultimately more satisfying.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
The Man from Indepnedence in the World.Von Ein Kunde"Harry S Truman" is an edifying biography of the Man from 
Independence, from his days as a boy until his retirement and death in Independence. Throughout this biography, 
Ferrell does an excellent job of covering the main events in Truman's life as well as undertaking in-depth analysis of 
various issues and decisions with which Truman was concerned. This biography serves, not only as an interesting 
character study, but also as a view into the other figures of history with whom Truman interacted as well as a view into 
the general history of his day. I recommend this book to all who have an interest in Truman or his era.

KurzbeschreibungFew U.S. presidents have captured the imagination of the American people as has Harry S. Truman, 
the man from Missouri.In this major new biography, Robert H. Ferrell, widely regarded as an authority on the thirty-
third president, challenges the popular characterization of Truman as a man who rarely sought the offices he received, 
revealing instead a man whowith modesty, commitment to service, and basic honestymoved with method and system 
toward the presidency.Truman was ambitious in the best sense of the word. His powerful commitment to service was 
accompanied by a remarkable shrewdness and an exceptional ability to judge people. He regarded himself as a 
consummate politician, a designation of which he was proud. While in Washington, he never succumbed to the 
Potomac fever that swelled the heads of so many officials in that city. A scrupulously honest man, Truman exhibited 
only one lapse when, at the beginning of 1941, he padded his Senate payroll by adding his wife and later his 
sister.From his early years on the family farm through his pivotal decision to use the atomic bomb in World War II, 
Trumans life was filled with fascinating events. Ferrells exhaustive research offers new perspectives on many key 
episodes in Trumans career, including his first Senate term and the circumstances surrounding the Truman Doctrine 
and the Marshall Plan. In addition, Ferrell taps many little-known sources to relate the intriguing story of the 
machinations by which Truman gained the vice presidential nomination in 1944, a position which put him a heartbeat 
away from the presidency.No other historian has ever demonstrated such command over the vast amounts of material 
that Robert Ferrell brings to bear on the unforgettable story of Trumans life. Based upon years of research in the 
Truman Library and the study of many never-before-used primary sources, Harry S. Truman is destined to become the 
authoritative account of the nations favorite president. 


