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Von Joseph J. Ellis: His Excellency: George Washington before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised His Excellency: George Washington:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. If not for
Washington...infant Americawould have diedVon Bert Ruiz"His Excellency; George Washington," by Pulitzer Prize
author Joseph J. Ellis makes it very clear that if it were not for Washington...infant Americawould have died in its
cradle. In the eloguent and precise words of the author, "Washington launched the American ship of state and
contributed his personal prestige as ballast on its maiden voyage."On that note, Ellis documents Washington's early
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Virginialife, hislack of aformal education and his dangerous military service on the Indian frontier. He also carefully
explains how General Washington lost more battles than he won but intelligently realized that the two growing
institutions of the emerging nation; the Continental Congress and the Continental Army...that the former be
subordinate to the latter. Moreover, Ellis details that at the ideological level, Washington instinctively understood the
core principle of Republicanism...that al legitimate power derived from the consent of the public.The author goes to
great lengths to explain Washington's natural integrity, "the exceptional character of George Washington...for refusing
to regard himself as the indispensible steward of the American Revolution." According to Ellis, "No one entered the
office of the President with more personal prestige than Washington, and only two...Abraham Lincoln and Franklin
Roosevelt...faced comparable crises.” However, Ellis points out that Washington failed an important test by holding
peoplein slavery in Mount Vernon.Still and all, "no one else in the founding generation could match Washington's
revolutionary credentials and no one else could plausibly challenge his place atop the American version of Mount
Olympus," according to Ellis. Overall | was particularly impressed with the research that documented Thomas
Jefferson's character assasination and political betrayal of Washington and how Alexander Hamilton attempted to use
Washington for his own political gain in the last years of hislife. Ultimately, this text will show how Washington was
firstinwar...first in peace...and first in the hearts of his countrymen. Highly recommended.Bert Ruiz3 von 3 Kunden
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Ein "Monument" wird menschlichVon Karin UrbanJoseph J. Ellis zeichnet
den Lebensweg Washington's sensibel nach. Er verbindet eine profunde Kenntnis der Zeit und ihrer Ideen mit einem
erhellenden Blick durch die Brille moderner Psychologie. So gelingt esihm, ein lebendiges und berzeugenes Bild von
Washington zu zeichnen und zu erklren, "wie er tickte".Ein "Monument" wird lebendig und menschlich, ohne dabei
vom Sockel gestoen zu werden.Sehr empfehlenswert.

KurzbeschreibungNational BestsellerTo thislandmark biography of our first president, Joseph J. Ellis brings the
exacting scholarship, shrewd analysis, and lyric prose that have made him one of the premier historians of the
Revolutionary era. Training his lens on afigure who sometimes seems as remote as his effigy on Mount Rushmore,
Ellis assesses George Washington as a military and political leader and a man whose statue-like solidity concealed
volcanic energies and emations.Here is the impetuous young officer whose miraculous survival in combat half-
convinced him that he could not be killed. Here is the free-spending landowner whose debts to English merchants
instilled him with a prickly resentment of imperial power. We see the general who lost more battles than he won and
the reluctant president who tried to float above the partisan feuding of his cabinet. His Excellency is a magnificent
work, indispensable to an understanding not only of its subject but also of the nation he brought into being.From the
Trade Paperback edition..deAs commander of the Continental army, George Washington united the American
colonies, defeated the British army, and became the world's most famous man. But how much do Americansreally
know about their first president? Today, as Pulitzer Prize-winner Joseph J. Ellis saysin this crackling biography,
Americans see their first president on dollar bills, quarters, and Mount Rushmore, but only as "an icon--distant, cold,
intimidating." In truth, Washington was a deeply emotional man, but one who prized and practiced self-control (an
attribute reinforced during his years on the battlefield). Washington first gained recognition as a 21-year-old emissary
for the governor of Virginia, braving savage conditions to confront encroaching French forces. As the de facto leader
of the American Revolution, he not only won the country's independence, but helped shape its political personality and
"topple the monarchical and aristocratic dynasties of the Old World." When the Congress unanimously elected him
president, Washington accepted reluctantly, driven by his belief that the union's very viability depended on a powerful
central government. In fact, keeping the country together in the face of regional allegiances and the rise of political
parties may be his greatest presidential achievement. Based on Washington's personal |etters and papers, His
Excellency is smart and accessible--not to mention relatively brief, in comparison to other encyclopedic presidential
tomes. Ellis's short, succinct sentences speak volumes, allowing readers to glimpse the man behind the myth. --Andy
Boynton .com Exclusive Content Curious about George? .com reveals afew facts about the legendary first president
of the United States. Washington bust by Jean Antoine Houdon. Courtesy of the Mt. Vernon Ladies Assoc. 1. The
famous tale about Washington chopping down the cherry tree ("Father, | cannot tell alie") isacomplete fabrication. 2.
George Washington never threw a silver dollar across the Potomac River--in fact, to do so from the shore of his Mount
Vernon home would have been physically impossible. 3. George Washington did not wear wooden teeth. His poorly
fitting fal se teeth were in fact made of cow's teeth, human teeth, and elephant ivory set in alead base. 4. Early in his
life, Washington was himself a slave owner. His opinions changed after he commanded a multiracial army in the
Revolutionary War. He eventually came to recognize slavery as "amassive American anomaly." 5. In 1759, having
resigned as Virginia's military commander to become a planter, Washington married Martha Dandridge Custis.
Washingtons marriage to the colony's wealthiest widow dramatically changed hislife, catapulting him into Virginia
aristocracy. 6. Scholars have discredited suggestions that Washington's marriage to Martha lacked passion, aswell as
the provocative implications of the well-worn phrase " George Washington slept here." 7. Washington held hisfirst



public office when he was 17 years old, as surveyor of Culpeper County, Virginia. 8. At age 20, despite no prior
military experience, Washington was appointed an adjutant in the Virginia militia, in which he oversaw several militia
companies, and was assigned the rank of major. 9. Asa Virginia aristocrat, Washington ordered all his coats, shirts,
pants, and shoes from London. However, most likely due to the misleading instructions he gave histailor, the suits
almost never fit. Perhapsthisis why he appearsin an old military uniform in his 1772 portrait. 10. In 1751, during a
trip to Barbados with his half-brother Lawrence, Washington was stricken with smallpox and permanently scarred.
Fortunately, this early exposure made him immune to the disease that would wipe out colonial troops during the
Revolutionary War. Timeline Important dates in George Washington's life. Engraving of Mount Vernon, 1804.
Courtesy of the Mt. Vernon Ladies Assoc. 1732: George Washington isborn at his father's estate in Westmoreland
County, Virginia. 1743: Georges father, Augustine Washington, dies. 1752: At age 20, despite the fact that he has
never served in the military, Washington is appointed adjutant in the Virginiamilitia, with the rank of mgor. 1753: As
an emissary to Virginia Lieutenant Governor Robert Dinwiddie, he travels to the Ohio River Valley to confront French
forces--the first of a series of encounters that would lead to the French and Indian War. 1755: Washington is appointed
commander-in-chief of Virginias militia. 1759: He marries wealthy widow Martha Dandridge Custis. 1774:
Washington is elected to the First Continental Congress. 1775: He is unanimously elected by the Continental Congress
asits army's commander-in-chief. Start of the American Revolution. 1776: On Christmas Day, Washington leads his
army across the Delaware River and launches a successful attack against Hessian troopsin Trenton, New Jersey. 1781
With the French, he defeats British troops in Y orktown, Virginia, precipitating the end of the war. 1783: The
Revolutionary War officially ends. 1788: The Constitution isratified. 1789: Washington is elected president. 1797: He
fulfills his last term as president. 1799: Washington dies on December 14, sparking a period of national mourning.
.comAs commander of the Continental army, George Washington united the American colonies, defeated the British
army, and became the world's most famous man. But how much do Americans really know about their first president?
Today, as Pulitzer Prize-winner Joseph J. Ellis saysin this crackling biography, Americans see their first president on
dollar bills, quarters, and Mount Rushmore, but only as "an icon--distant, cold, intimidating." In truth, Washington was
adeeply emotional man, but one who prized and practiced self-control (an attribute reinforced during his years on the
battlefield). Washington first gained recognition as a 21-year-old emissary for the governor of Virginia, braving
savage conditions to confront encroaching French forces. Asthe de facto leader of the American Revolution, he not
only won the country's independence, but hel ped shape its political personality and "topple the monarchical and
aristocratic dynasties of the Old World." When the Congress unanimously elected him president, Washington accepted
reluctantly, driven by his belief that the union's very viability depended on a powerful central government. In fact,
keeping the country together in the face of regional allegiances and therise of political parties may be his greatest
presidential achievement. Based on Washington's personal letters and papers, His Excellency is smart and accessible--
not to mention relatively brief, in comparison to other encyclopedic presidential tomes. Ellis's short, succinct sentences
speak volumes, allowing readers to glimpse the man behind the myth. --Andy Boynton .com Exclusive Content
Curious about George? .com reveals a few facts about the legendary first president of the United States. Washington
bust by Jean Antoine Houdon. Courtesy of the Mt. Vernon Ladies Assoc. 1. The famous tale about Washington
chopping down the cherry tree ("Father, | cannot tell alie") isacomplete fabrication. 2. George Washington never
threw asilver dollar across the Potomac River--in fact, to do so from the shore of his Mount Vernon home would have
been physically impossible. 3. George Washington did not wear wooden teeth. His poorly fitting fal se teeth werein
fact made of cow's teeth, human teeth, and elephant ivory set in alead base. 4. Early in hislife, Washington was
himself a slave owner. His opinions changed after he commanded a multiracial army in the Revolutionary War. He
eventually came to recognize davery as"amassive American anomaly." 5. In 1759, having resigned as Virginia's
military commander to become a planter, Washington married Martha Dandridge Custis. Washingtons marriage to the
colony's wealthiest widow dramatically changed his life, catapulting him into Virginia aristocracy. 6. Scholars have
discredited suggestions that Washington's marriage to Martha lacked passion, as well as the provocative implications
of the well-worn phrase "George Washington slept here." 7. Washington held his first public office when he was 17
yearsold, as surveyor of Culpeper County, Virginia. 8. At age 20, despite no prior military experience, Washington
was appointed an adjutant in the Virginia militia, in which he oversaw several militia companies, and was assigned the
rank of mgjor. 9. AsaVirginiaaristocrat, Washington ordered all his coats, shirts, pants, and shoes from London.
However, most likely due to the misleading instructions he gave his tailor, the suits amost never fit. Perhapsthisis
why he appearsin an old military uniformin his 1772 portrait. 10. In 1751, during atrip to Barbados with his half-
brother Lawrence, Washington was stricken with smallpox and permanently scarred. Fortunately, this early exposure
made him immune to the disease that would wipe out colonial troops during the Revolutionary War. Timeline
Important dates in George Washington's life. Engraving of Mount Vernon, 1804. Courtesy of the Mt. Vernon Ladies
Assoc. 1732: George Washington is born at his father's estate in Westmoreland County, Virginia. 1743: Georges
father, Augustine Washington, dies. 1752: At age 20, despite the fact that he has never served in the military,
Washington is appointed adjutant in the Virginia militia, with the rank of major. 1753: Asan emissary to Virginia
Lieutenant Governor Robert Dinwiddie, he travels to the Ohio River Valley to confront French forces--the first of a



series of encounters that would lead to the French and Indian War. 1755: Washington is appointed commander-in-
chief of Virginia's militia. 1759: He marries wealthy widow Martha Dandridge Custis. 1774: Washington is elected to
the First Continental Congress. 1775: He is unanimously elected by the Continental Congress as its army's commander-
in-chief. Start of the American Revolution. 1776: On Christmas Day, Washington |leads his army across the Delaware
River and launches a successful attack against Hessian troops in Trenton, New Jersey. 1781: With the French, he
defeats British troops in Y orktown, Virginia, precipitating the end of the war. 1783: The Revolutionary War officialy
ends. 1788: The Constitution isratified. 1789: Washington is elected president. 1797: He fulfills his last term as
president. 1799: Washington dies on December 14, sparking a period of national mourning.



