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Von Paul Johnson : History of Christianity (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised History of Christianity (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Simply 
astounding self-centerednessVon Kevin R. C. GutzmanIt must be considered some kind of achievement to write a 
history of "Christianity" without ever mentioning the Orthodox, without even having an entry in one's index for 
"Ecumenical Patriarchate." Johnson, besides his well known personal profligacy, is a "committed Catholic" [sic], so 
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it's not surprising that he buys into the traditional, second-millennium Papist history of the "Church." What he does in 
the process of making the Papacy equivalent to the Church [sic], of course, is to leave out the story of the region where 
Christ and His initial followers actually lived -- and where the greatest saints worked and taught. Not worth much to 
him, the legacy of the Cappadocians, the See of Alexandria, etc. This is the FIRST THINGS version of "Christianity," 
in short.It's only in the decadent West that what passes for "Christianity" today can be taken seriously. This book is a 
symptom of the disease written by an author who obviously knows exceedingly little about the history of his subject.0 
von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. a History of Christianity Paul JohnsonVon maverickVery 
Good ! Paul Johnson is a master . His facts and language are a pleasure. Anyone interested in history, religion etc. 
should read his books.1 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A powerful work of scholarshipVon 
Gaston YalonetzkyJohnson's history of christianity is simply a masterpiece. The book will not let down the reader that 
not only want to learn about the rise and evolution of christianity but also wants to take some lessons out of it. Written 
with sincerity, though Johnson is an english catholic, the book describes the most important periods of christianity 
depicting the major trends and changes in the history of the religion that shaped the spirit of the western culture. 
Johnson's chronicle starts with the birth of a jew in an obscure corner of the Roman empire and ends when Paul VI 
becomes pope, and so it leaves the reader without almost the last 30 years of history. However, this book is a must 
read: the way Johnson gathers the facts of history together in order to describe the main trends and seizures is 
magnificent. Therefore, through a pleasant reading, one learns, for instance, the evangelization of Europe, the struggle 
for power between the pope and the european rulers in the middle ages, the causes and consequences of the reform and 
the wars of religion, how the secularization process started in the western world during the XVIII century, and many 
other things. The books shows also the evolution of the philosophical and social perspectives on christianity, from 
Agustin to John XXIII, and through the work of personalities like Thomas, Inocentius III, Beckett, Erasmus, Luther, 
Pascal, Locke, Leon III, Pius X, among others. Finally, two strengths must be emphasized. First, the book shows how 
the history of the last 500 years of christianity has been shaped by two antagonical forces: on one side, humanist and 
liberal forces (developed by people like Erasmus and John XXIII), and on the other side, ultra-conservative and 
retrograde forces (represented by Pius X for example). The book's second strength is the analysis of the XX century 
period (up to 1970's). There Johnson condemns brilliantly Pius XII's undersantable but unforgivable cowardness 
during Nazi rule in Europe and shows the dramatic changes that led to the second Vatican council and the unresolved 
problems left after the council finished. In the end, Johnson says, the way the catholic church will lead with these 
unresolved problems (for example about the government and decision-making within the church) will be one of the 
most important factors shaping the history of christianity for the next decades.

KurzbeschreibungFirst published in 1976, Paul Johnsons exceptional study of Christianity has been loved and widely 
hailed for its intensive research, writing, and magnitudea tour de force, one of the most ambitious surveys of the 
history of Christianity ever attempted and perhaps the most radical (New York of Books).In a highly readable 
companion to books on faith and history, the scholar and author Johnson has illuminated the Christian world and its 
fascinating history in a way that no other has. Johnson takes off in the year 49 with his namesake the apostle Paul. 
Thus beginning an ambitious quest to paint the centuries since the founding of a little-known Jesus Sect, A History of 
Christianity explores to a great degree the evolution of the Western world. With an unbiased and overall optimistic 
tone, Johnson traces the fantastic scope of the consequent sects of Christianity and the people who followed them. 
Information drawn from extensive and varied sources from around the world makes this history as credible as it is 
reliable. Invaluable understanding of the framework of modern Christianityand its trials and tribulations throughout 
historyhas never before been contained in such a captivating work.PressestimmenMalcolm Muggeridge New 
Statesman (London) Paul Johnson's study of Christianity, from his namesake Apostle to Pope John XXIII, more 
particularly in relation to the role in world history of the Roman Catholic Church and other institutional 
manifestations, can only be described as masterly. It combines a great wealth of scholarship, including many 
fascinating byways as well as the main highways, with a vigorous, confident style, a kind of innate intensity which 
carries the narrative along so that it rarely falters and is never dull.W. H. C. Frend The New York of Books His is a 
tour de force, one of the most ambitious surveys of the history of Christianity ever attempted and perhaps the most 
radical. In eight sections, with a great range of reading and a knowledge that is never made tedious, he tells the story 
of the rise, greatness, and decline of Christianity.Richard Marius The Christian Century Paul Johnson, an English 
Roman Catholic, has given us the best one-volume history of Christianity ever done.Michael McCauley Commonweal 
That the history of Christianity can be lucidly surveyed in a single, comprehensive volume of 556 pages is no small 
accomplishment. To Paul Johnson's credit A History of Christianity neither skimps on significant details or wallows in 
scholarly fussiness. Johnson provides a panoramic overview of events which have shaped our twentieth century 
Western lifestyle far more than we realize....For economy of style combined with a sympathetic understanding of the 
nearly 2000 years of Christianity's conflicts as well as its glorious achievements, Johnson's History is exceptional.J. 



Enoch Powell The Daily Telegraph (London) It is astonishingly well done.Robert Kirsch Los Angeles Times Johnson 
has written a readable and provocative history based more on politics, economics and social and cultural facts than on 
theology....[He] bases his account on modern scholarship, achieves objectivity without aridity, arrives at the present 
age after examining the recurring cycles of religious response to situations.Mayo Mohs Time An ambitious, 
magisterial and ultimately positive book.Martin E. Marty The New York Times Book A reliable if hard-edged story of 
the public church.KurzbeschreibungFirst published in 1976, Paul Johnsons exceptional study of Christianity has been 
loved and widely hailed for its intensive research, writing, and magnitudea tour de force, one of the most ambitious 
surveys of the history of Christianity ever attempted and perhaps the most radical (New York of Books).In a highly 
readable companion to books on faith and history, the scholar and author Johnson has illuminated the Christian world 
and its fascinating history in a way that no other has. Johnson takes off in the year 49 with his namesake the apostle 
Paul. Thus beginning an ambitious quest to paint the centuries since the founding of a little-known Jesus Sect, A 
History of Christianity explores to a great degree the evolution of the Western world. With an unbiased and overall 
optimistic tone, Johnson traces the fantastic scope of the consequent sects of Christianity and the people who followed 
them. Information drawn from extensive and varied sources from around the world makes this history as credible as it 
is reliable. Invaluable understanding of the framework of modern Christianityand its trials and tribulations throughout 
historyhas never before been contained in such a captivating work. 


