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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Serious 
Threat Built on Clerical Support and Good OrganizingVon Donald Mitchell"It is bin Laden's ability to attract recruits 
willing to martyr themselves that is the priceless commodity in his holy war." Holy War, Inc. goes on to explain the 
roots of that capability lying primarily in opposition to any Christian and Jewish presence on the Arabian peninsula, 
support for this concept as a source of holy war from some Muslim clerics, U.S. support of Israel, bin Laden's role as a 
Muslim hero through the Afghan rebellion against the Soviet Union, a large number of rootless, educated Muslims 
with the technical skills to produce sophisticated terror who adhere to these views, and a worldwide network of 
terrorists, infrastructure, and fund-raising to support them. The book also points out U.S. mistakes in encouraging the 
development of al-Qaeda and its allies.You will come away with a greater understanding of how difficult it will be and 
how long it will take to quell this threat.The book's main appeal is that Mr. Bergen has visited and done interviews 
from most of the sites from which the terrorist threats have been developed or launched, so you get a detailed look at 
the views, geography, and organization involved. In most cases, not too much is known so you'll end up with scattered 
dots tied together occasionally where that is possible.The manuscript was completed in August 2001 and submitted to 
the publisher. After September 11th, material was added to describe what was known immediately after the attacks in 
the United States. So you will find some repetition in the material from what you have heard on television. I found 
having a more complete background at one time helpful to my understanding of the roots behind Muslim terrorism 
against the United States. The author apologizes for the roughness and repetition in places, but felt that getting the 
book out was more important than creating the best possible book. I think that was the right choice.The book is filled 
with names, dates, and quotes. The key points could have been made in far less space, so see the detail as providing 
texture rather than substance.For most readers, the most interesting part will come in the book's beginning as Mr. 
Bergen describes the background to the interview that CNN did with bin Laden in 1997. You will feel like you are 
reading some sort of spy thriller.Will this sort of Muslim terrorism against the United States survive the fall of the 
Taliban regime in Afghanistan and the capture of bin Laden? No one can know for sure, but this book suggests that the 
threat will continue. Sleeper agents interested in performing major terrorists acts are in place waiting to be activated. 
Most of the terrorists acts require relatively little financing. September 11th was the most expensive set of attacks to 
launch, and probably cost less than $500,000. This terrorism is run by a structure not unlike that which an effective 
multinational corporation would use, and has so many sources of funding that we should assume that future acts of 
terrorism will not lack for money.The book does a good job of addressing all of the terrorist attacks that have occurred 
against the United States in the last 11 years that probably are or could be related to bin Laden in some way or 
other.How can we defend ourselves against people who feel it is their religious duty to attack us wherever we are 
vulnerable? Not very easily, seems to be the answer provided by this book.Make peace with those who have hate in 
their hearts. Love thy neighbor as thyself.

KurzbeschreibungOn September 11, 2001, the world in which we live was changed forever. The twin towers of the 
World Trade Center came crashing down, one side of the Pentagon burst into flame, and more than six thousand men, 
women, and children lost their lives in the most deadly terrorist attack on American soil. As shocking as it was, it had 
been long in the making: The assault was the most sophisticated and horrifying in a series of operations masterminded 
by Osama bin Laden and his Jihad group -- an organization that CNN's terrorism analyst Peter Bergen calls Holy War, 
Inc. One of only a handful of Western journalists to have interviewed the world's most wanted man face to face, Peter 
Bergen has produced the definitive book on the Jihadist network that operates globally and in secrecy. In the course of 
four years of investigative reporting, he has interviewed scores of insiders -- from bin Laden associates and family 
members to Taliban leaders to CIA officials -- and traveled to Afghanistan, Yemen, Egypt, Pakistan, and the United 
Kingdom to learn the truth about bin Laden's al Queda organization and his mission. Immense in scope and unnerving 
in its findings, Holy War, Inc. reveals: How bin Laden lives, travels, and communicates with his "cells." How his role 
in the crushing defeat of the Soviet Union in Afghanistan made him a hero to Muslims all over the world -- and 
equipped him to endure a long and bloody siege. How the CIA ended up funding -- to the tune of three billion 
dollars -- radical, anti-American Afghan groups allied to bin Laden. How the attacks that foreshadowed the destruction 
of the World Trade Center -- among them the bombings of the American embassies in Africa and the warship USS 
Cole in Yemen -- were planned and executed. The dimensions of bin Laden's personal fortune, and why freezing his 
assets is both futile and nearly impossible. The ideology of bin Laden's number two, the man who has influenced him 
most profoundly in his holy war -- the Egyptian Ayman al Zawahiri. What we can expect from Islamist extremists in 
the future. Above all, Peter Bergen helps us to see bin Laden's organization in a radically new light: as a veritable 
corporation that has exploited twenty-first-century communications and weapons technologies in the service of a 
medieval reading of the Koran and holy war. Holy War, Inc. is essential reading for anyone trying to understand 
tomorrow's terrorist threats and the militant Islamist movements that could determine the fate of governments -- and 
human lives -- the world over. Both author and publisher will donate a portion of the proceeds from this book to 



United Way's September 11th Fund for the relief of victims of the World Trade Center attacks.From BooklistBooks 
rushed out in the wake of historical calamities tend to be a patchwork of sloppy research and poor writing. But Bergen, 
who spent 10 years reporting on the Islamic world as a producer for CNN, has written a penetrating examination of al-
Qaeda, which he compares to a multinational corporation with Osama bin Laden as its CEO. One of the few 
Westerners to have met bin Laden, Bergen understands radical Islamist movements and their tangled histories. There 
is extensive reporting here of previous al-Qaeda plots, from the bombing of the U.S.S. Cole last year to bin Laden's 
possible role in the first World Trade Center bombing in 1993. Bergen discusses the September 11 attacks at length, 
but what makes this an important book is his history of al-Qaeda, a story most people haven't read in newspapers or 
magazines. Equal parts harrowing travelogue and social history, this is likely to be the best book on Islamist terror for 
some time to come. Although it may be impossible to fully understand bin Laden, Bergen does an admirable job of 
portraying him as a person, not just the face of terrorism. Readers will come away from this book understanding why 
bin Laden has been successful and how difficult it will be to dismantle his organization of terror. John GreenCopyright 
American Library Association. All rights reservedFrom Library JournalAs CNN terrorism analyst Bergen avows, this 
journalistic study of Osama bin Laden and the al-Qaeda terrorist network was rushed to publication and thus lacks 
some editorial smoothness in its delivery. Nevertheless, this book offers a mature, balanced description of bin Laden's 
background; a concise summary of the organization of the al-Qaeda terrorist network as it has developed in the Middle 
East, Europe, and America; and a brief narrative of terrorist events through September 11. Bergen asserts that bin 
Laden's hostility emanates from his religious opposition to an American military presence in Saudi Arabia, American 
policy toward Israel, and the "un-Islamic" behavior of Egypt and Saudi Arabia. Bergen personalizes his story with an 
account of his 1997 interview with bin Laden and the contacts he made with bin Laden's militant Islamic associates. 
Here, an interesting story drifts a bit from bin Laden to accounts of al-Qaeda operations. Bergen has, however, pulled 
together a significant amount of solid information, which he presents with perception and without grand swings of 
passion. This is an important initial glimpse of bin Laden, al-Qaeda, and the associated Taliban of Afghanistan and is 
strongly recommended for all libraries. John F. Riddick, Central Michigan Univ. Lib., Mt. PleasantCopyright 2002 
Cahners Business Information, Inc. 


