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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Exzellente geschichtliche AufarbeitungVon Ein KundeStanley S. McGowen ist eine exzellente und in ihrer 
Vollstndigkeit bisher unerreichte Darstellung der Geschichte des auch als First Texas Mounted Rifles bekannt 
gewordenen First Confederate Texas Cavalry Regiment gelungen. Es wird die gesamte wechselvolle 
Regimentsgeschichte von der Grndung der Einheit durch Colonel Henry McColloch zum Schutz texanischer 
Pionierfamilien vor Indianerberfllen ber die Einmusterung in die Armee der Konfderation und der Zeit unter dem 
deutschstmmigen Colonel Augustus Carl Buchel bis zur Zeit unter dem Kommando von Colonel William Overall 
Yager und dem Ende des Brgerkrieges umfassend behandelt. Auch wenn der Autor an einigen wenigen Stellen, wie 
etwa in Hinsicht auf die Herkunft und den Werdegang von Colonel William Overall Yager, irrt (Yager stammt nicht 
aus Deutschland, sondern aus Virginia und er wurde dort am Virginia Military Institute ausgebildet), so schmlert das 
nicht den Wert des Werkes fr alle, die an der Geschichte des Staates Texas des amerikanischen Brgerkrieges 
interessiert sind.Karl-J. Schmeink, Kiel0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Excellent book on 
the history of the 1st Texas CavalryVon Karl-Josef SchmeinkCongratulations to Stanley S. MacGowen for this 
excellent book. I most enjoyed reading it. It gives the most complete and detailed overview on the history, the leaders, 
and the horsemen of the 1st Confedarate Texas Cavalry Regiment (also known as the First Texas Mounted Rifles). 
The book covers the regimental history from the time the regiment was raised by Colonel Henry McCulloch to defend 
Texas frontiers against indian warriors over the time the regiment was part of the Confederate Armee under the 
Colonels Augustus Carl Buchel and William Overall Yager until the end of the Civil War. Even being not correct at 
some details such as the origin of Colonel William O. Yager (Yager was not a German immigrant. He was born in 
Viriginia and graduated at the Virginia Miliraty Institute) the book has a high value to all interested in the History of 
Texas and the War between the States.Karl-J. Schmeink, Kiel, Germany EMail: Karl-Josef.Schmeink@1st-Texas-
Cavalry.de

KurzbeschreibungThe 1st Texas Cavalry Regiment, also known as the 1st Texas Mounted Rifles, was Texas first 
contribution of soldiers to the Civil War. The regiment was the first Confederate unit organized in Texas and the 
longest to serve, participating in Indian skirmishes on the frontier as well as in full battles against the Union.In Horse 
Sweat and Powder Smoke Stanley S. McGowen describes and honors one of the most unique and successful military 
units in Texas history. He provides the first complete history of the 1st Texas Cavalry Regiment, documenting their 
origins from the Confederate Committee on Public Safetys request for mounted units to the appointment of Henry 
McCulloch to colonel of cavalry.McCulloch, a former Texas Ranger, was swift and effective at motivating his fellow 
Texans to arms, notably Captains James B. Buck Barry and Thomas C. Frost. The regimental commanders, 
McCulloch, Augustus Buchel, and William Yager, were acknowledged for their emphasis on precise discipline and 
gentlemanly conduct, and their training methods were valuable in that soldiers learned both cavalry and infantry 
maneuvers, as well as saber fighting and the proper care of horses and equipment. As many commanders maintained 
lax rules of propriety and organization, the 1st Texas Mounted Rifles remained a cohesive and loyal unit, disbanding 
only under the proper orders. Even after, as the Confederacy fell around them, the troops remained steadfastly loyal to 
their fellow fighters.McGowen examines the vast range of territory that the unit covered, including Louisiana swamps, 
the Red River Valley, along the Rio Grande, as well as the Gulf Coast line. He discusses their involvement in the 
controversial campaign known as the Battle of the Nueces, casting doubts on the common interpretation of the German 
immigrants, sympathetic to the Union, as defenseless farmers. McGowen asserts that while there was bloodshed on 
both sides, the Germans were not the innocent victims that many historians have claimed, and that the cavalry was not 
the bloodthirsty gang many thought.Horse Sweat and Powder Smoke clearly portrays the heroism and individuality of 
Texas first mounted unit in the Civil War. By combining the history of the unit with profiles of the men who led it and 
who gave it its unique spirit and character, as well as accounts of the battles, raids, and skirmishes in which the unit 
participated, McGowen provides a valuable history of men whose recognition is long overdue from those whose 
homes, values, and way of life were defended by their actions. 


