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Von Bruce A. Ackerman : We the People, Volume 1: Foundations (We the People (Harvard))  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised We the People, Volume 1: Foundations 
(We the People (Harvard)): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Essential 
Historical Constitutional AnalysisVon Christopher John BrennanAckerman describes historically how we arrived at 
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our current Constitutional jurisprudence. He compares the original Constitution with the changes arising out of 
Reconstruction and then out of the New Deal--emphasizing that those changes cannot be adequately described within 
the formal Article V ammendment process. We might wish history had gone otherwise--I know I often do--but he 
gives a framework to at least understand it.This book is a major step forward in recogizing that the fundemental 
structures of American Constitutional law require both sound analytical models as well as rich historical context.This 
is one of the handful of most thought-provoking and persuasive books I have read on the Constitutional process.0 von 
0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Great Overview of Constitutional DevelopmentVon Ein KundeI 
bought Mr. Ackerman's Transformations part II to learn about the constitutional changes brought on by reconstruction. 
I learned so much about the constitution in this book that I went back to volume I. This is a MUST for anyone who 
desires to understand the nature of our government under the constitution.0 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende 
Rezension hilfreich. This is a terrible book.Von Ein KundeAt times our constitutional jurisprudence has fundamentally 
changed without a constitutional amendment. Bruce Ackerman tries to expalin this. He offers the theory of a 
constitutional moment that occurs when the public makes it clear that it is time for a new constitutional way. The 
problem is that only Ackerman knows when that moment occurs. This arrogance does violence to serious and 
meaningful constitutional interpretation

KurzbeschreibungBruce Ackerman offers a sweeping reinterpretation of our nations constitutional experience and its 
promise for the future. Integrating themes from American history, political science, and philosophy, We the People 
confronts the past, present, and future of popular sovereignty in America. Only this distinguished scholar could present 
such an insightful view of the role of the Supreme Court. Rejecting arguments of judicial activists, proceduralists, and 
neoconservatives, Ackerman proposes a new model of judicial interpretation that would synthesize the constitutional 
contributions of many generations into a coherent whole. The author ranges from examining the origins of the dualist 
tradition in the Federalist Papers to reflecting upon recent, historic constitutional decisions. The latest revolutions in 
civil rights, and the right to privacy, are integrated into the fabric of constitutionalism. Todays Constitution can best be 
seen as the product of three great exercises in popular sovereignty, led by the Founding Federalists in the 1780s, the 
Reconstruction Republicans in the 1860s, and the New Deal Democrats in the 1930s.Ackerman examines the roles 
played during each of these periods by the Congress, the Presidency, and the Supreme Court. He shows that 
Americans have built a distinctive type of constitutional democracy, unlike any prevailing in Europe. It is a dualist 
democracy, characterized by its continuing effort to distinguish between two kinds of politics: normal politics, in 
which organized interest groups try to influence democratically elected representatives; and constitutional politics, in 
which the mass of citizens mobilize to debate matters of fundamental principle. Although American history is 
dominated by normal politics, our tradition places a higher value on mobilized efforts to gain the consent of the people 
to new governing principles. In a dualist democracy, the rare triumphs of constitutional politics determine the course 
of normal politics.More than a decade in the making, and the first of three volumes, this compelling book speaks to all 
who seek to renew and redefine our civic commitments in the decades ahead.PressestimmenY"We the People" cuts 
through the futile and absurd search for the 'original intent of the founders' as the way to discover the will of the 
people. It recognizes that the great and extraordinary occasions required for action by the people have not been 
confined to a single instance in the eighteenth century. It deflates the pretensions of politicians in normal politics but 
magnifies the importance of political leadership in mobilizing popular support for constitutional politics when 
constitutional politics is needed. It gives pragmatic meaning to government of, by, and for the elusive, invisible, 
inaudible, but sovereign people. -- Edmund S. Morgan "New York of Books"KurzbeschreibungBruce Ackerman 
offers a sweeping reinterpretation of our nations constitutional experience and its promise for the future. Integrating 
themes from American history, political science, and philosophy, We the People confronts the past, present, and future 
of popular sovereignty in America. Only this distinguished scholar could present such an insightful view of the role of 
the Supreme Court. Rejecting arguments of judicial activists, proceduralists, and neoconservatives, Ackerman 
proposes a new model of judicial interpretation that would synthesize the constitutional contributions of many 
generations into a coherent whole. The author ranges from examining the origins of the dualist tradition in the 
Federalist Papers to reflecting upon recent, historic constitutional decisions. The latest revolutions in civil rights, and 
the right to privacy, are integrated into the fabric of constitutionalism. Todays Constitution can best be seen as the 
product of three great exercises in popular sovereignty, led by the Founding Federalists in the 1780s, the 
Reconstruction Republicans in the 1860s, and the New Deal Democrats in the 1930s.Ackerman examines the roles 
played during each of these periods by the Congress, the Presidency, and the Supreme Court. He shows that 
Americans have built a distinctive type of constitutional democracy, unlike any prevailing in Europe. It is a dualist 
democracy, characterized by its continuing effort to distinguish between two kinds of politics: normal politics, in 
which organized interest groups try to influence democratically elected representatives; and constitutional politics, in 
which the mass of citizens mobilize to debate matters of fundamental principle. Although American history is 



dominated by normal politics, our tradition places a higher value on mobilized efforts to gain the consent of the people 
to new governing principles. In a dualist democracy, the rare triumphs of constitutional politics determine the course 
of normal politics.More than a decade in the making, and the first of three volumes, this compelling book speaks to all 
who seek to renew and redefine our civic commitments in the decades ahead. 


