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Conversion: ajourney from confusion to terrorVVon Ein KundeSevera years ago as | wasin the midst of meticulously
charting the expected course of ajob change, awise friend told me: "If you want to make God laugh, tell him your
plans." "When God Interrupts' by M. Craig Barnes, pastor of the National Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C.,
is the book to turn to in those disqguieting moments when it becomes clear the plans we have made -- perhaps staked
our futures upon -- have become finally so much dust. In accessible and at times deeply-moving prose it helps the
sympathetic reader get beyond the question "Why me, Lord?" that inevitably accompanies such disappointment to a
deeper understanding of what it means to worship a God whose ineffable grace is often to refuse us what we insist we
want most. "When God Interrupts” is book of hard contemporary wisdom set firmly within the Christian tradition. It is
only secondarily awork of inspiration, although it contains passages that will invariably draws tears of recognition,
and it will bring absolutely no comfort to those used to browsing the self-help literature for answersto their problems.
It isabook for those who may have labored for years under the illusion that they have somehow taken the measure of
God, at last understood His will, and are now ready to accept His reward for al their faith and righteousness. God's
silence at the other end of this"deal" can be overwhelming, but for Barnes such moments, and he refers to them here
and in other contexts as abandonments, are an invitation, a challenge to finally give to God what He wants most from
us: ourselves. One quotation is sufficient to catch the thrust of the book: "When we are abandoned by the things we
value, when we discover that no matter how much we have gathered we do not have enough, when we realize that
even in the currency we value we are very poor, we are ready to start talking to God. Not before. Faith means betting
our lives on the grace of God. (page 75)" Thisisabook in the tradition of Peter Kreeft's "Making Sense of Suffering"
but one that gets substantially closer to the felt experience of living aloss and the painful journey back to a God we
may feel -- and perhaps have great justification for feeling -- chose to challenge us where we are most vulnerable and
then disappear. Barnes's himself recognizes that these are journeys we may not wish to take, likening us on one
occasion to Christ's disciples soundly sleeping through His agony in the Garden of Gethsemani, but once the journey is
undertaken, it can, will, must lead to new life. God asks of us everything that we have, and more to the point, all that
we are, but in the end He leaves us, and Barnes is entirely convincing on this point, with "a purer form of
ourselves(page 157)."

KurzbeschreibungOur lives are constantly changing. It's hard to keep up, to keep our balance. It's hard to keep trusting
in God. And it's especially difficult when the changes we're faced with are unwanted: the death of aloved one, achild
leaving home, anillness, a frustrated dream.Craig Barnes knows the dark side of change. As a pastor, he has counseled
many Christians through tough times of transition. And he has been challenged by unwanted changes--interruptions--
in hisown life. At timesit seems as though God has moved far, far away. But Barnes has discovered that just the
opposite is true: during times of change and seeming abandonment, God isright at our side offering to lead usin a new
direction, offering us new life. He writes, "A young widow can outlive her grief and decide her life may never be the
same but isfar from over. A lost job can become the beginning of a new vocation."Here is the book for all who have
known disappointment, bereavement or the shattering of faith, a book all the more valuable because it promises hope
without denying despair. In When God Interrupts a sensitive, insightful pastor shows us how we can be found by God
in the middle of unwanted change.KurzbeschreibungOur lives are constantly changing. It's hard to keep up, to keep
our balance. It's hard to keep trusting in God. And it's especially difficult when the changes we're faced with are
unwanted: the death of aloved one, a child leaving home, anillness, a frustrated dream.Craig Barnes knows the dark
side of change. As a pastor, he has counseled many Christians through tough times of transition. And he has been
challenged by unwanted changes--interruptions--in his own life. At timesit seems as though God has moved far, far
away. But Barnes has discovered that just the oppositeis true: during times of change and seeming abandonment, God
isright at our side offering to lead usin a new direction, offering us new life. He writes, "A young widow can outlive
her grief and decide her life may never be the same but is far from over. A lost job can become the beginning of a new
vocation."Here is the book for al who have known disappointment, bereavement or the shattering of faith, a book all
the more valuable because it promises hope without denying despair. In When God I nterrupts a sensitive, insightful
pastor shows us how we can be found by God in the middle of unwanted change.BuchrckseiteWhen God Interruptsis
for men and women who are not living the life they had planned. It is for those who have faced significant loss, loss
that has forced them to make a frightening choice. Will they clutch at something else for their salvation? Or can they
leave their hands open long enough to receive the life Jesus was dying to give them? Spouses die or depart.
Friendships wither. Health fades. Children grow up and leave home. We move to new jobs and new towns. The
dreams and securities of the past are shattered, hopes for the future disappointed. Nothing stays the way it was or turns
out exactly as we had expected. Life, it seems, is necessarily dotted with loss, marked by abandonment. But all this
should come as no surprise to Christians, those who are called to lose their livesin order to find them. So if wetry to
follow Jesus, we can count on agreat deal of abandonment. The good - but hard - news of the gospel is that



abandonment can be embraced as the opportunity to receive new life.



