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Von Martin Plaut, Paul Holden : Who Rules South Africa?: Pulling the strings in the battle for power  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Who Rules South Africa?: 
Pulling the strings in the battle for power: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Provides 
questions and answers.Von NelsonThis book provides a truly balanced, thorough and up to date account of the 
complex web of power struggles in South Africa . Plaut and Holden seek to answer the question that is on everyone's 
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lips: will South Africa be another tragedy or is there reason to hope for a stable, democratic society? The very style 
and nature of the book leaves it open to readers who know, or think they know, something about post-apartheid South 
Africa, and those who are looking to learn. It is careful to break down its argument, whilst still undergoing a 
painstakingly researched and high level of analysis and argument.I don't know whether enjoyable is the right word, but 
if you're interested in South African politics then this is the book for you. Would argue too that book has lessons to 
impart not just for SA, but rather it is also a warning against one party states and the cancers of cronyism and 
corruption.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Well Written and Well Argued.Von SamI bought 
and read this book after listening to the authors give a lecture on the subject at SOAS. Although the book is obviously 
about SA, it also provides a general warning against one party states, political corruption and governments being 
swayed too much by unions and big business. The book is a mix of both history and politics. As well as having 
conducted lots of interviews with ordinary South Africans, the book also focuses in on big personalities like Zuma. 
Book is not wholly pessimistic, though it may bring home some inconvenient truths to supporters of the ANC. Who 
Rules South Africa? Is well written and well argued

KurzbeschreibungIn this timely work, WHO RULES SOUTH AFRICA?, highly regarded authors Paul Holden and 
Martin Plaut analyse the political elites that battle daily for power in South Africa. They argue that power does not 
reside in traditional institutions such as Parliament or even the Cabinet. Rather, power lies within the ANC-led 
Alliance which, with no founding document and no written constitution, is an unstructured and mutable political hydra 
with business and criminal elements in close attendance. It is the interaction between these forces which is the real 
story behind post-apartheid South Africa. In a country where poverty is rampant and institutions are weak, the battle 
for power is set to intensify. The authors unravel the mystery of how the rainbow nation has reached such a pass. What 
are the origins of the Alliance, and will it survive the current power struggles? Who are the shadowy forces that 
operate within or alongside the Alliance? Most importantly, they seek to answer the burning question of whether South 
Africa is destined to become another African tragedy, or whether there is still the promise of growth and a stable 
democracy.KurzbeschreibungIn this timely work, WHO RULES SOUTH AFRICA?, highly regarded authors Paul 
Holden and Martin Plaut analyse the political elites that battle daily for power in South Africa. They argue that power 
does not reside in traditional institutions such as Parliament or even the Cabinet. Rather, power lies within the ANC-
led Alliance which, with no founding document and no written constitution, is an unstructured and mutable political 
hydra with business and criminal elements in close attendance. It is the interaction between these forces which is the 
real story behind post-apartheid South Africa. In a country where poverty is rampant and institutions are weak, the 
battle for power is set to intensify. The authors unravel the mystery of how the rainbow nation has reached such a pass. 
What are the origins of the Alliance, and will it survive the current power struggles? Who are the shadowy forces that 
operate within or alongside the Alliance? Most importantly, they seek to answer the burning question of whether South 
Africa is destined to become another African tragedy, or whether there is still the promise of growth and a stable 
democracy.ber den Autor und weitere MitwirkendeMartin Plaut: Martin Plaut is the BBCs Africa editor.Paul Holden: 
Paul Holden is the author of The Arms Deal in Your Pocket. 


