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Von Charles Panati : Words to Live By: The Origins of Conventional Wisdom and Commonsense Advice 
(English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Words to Live By: The Origins of Conventional Wisdom and Commonsense Advice (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Wise, 
funny, insightful - endlessly entertainingVon Ein KundePanati has done it again! Produced a big book for browsing 
that is chuck full of surprises, insight and wisdom, all told with the author's dry wit and sophisitcated sense of humor. 
People were saying "no pain, no gain" back in the 17th century, and "the devil made me do it" many centuries earlier. 
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Panati has ferretted out the fascinating stories behind hundreds of 'wisdom' expression and revealed how 
'commonsense' got its start. This is surely one of his best books to date: both seriously informative and endlessly 
entertaining.

KurzbeschreibungHonesty is the best policy. Absence makes the heart grow fonder Dont cut off your nose to spite 
your face. These familiar sayings have become part of our collective memory and embody the values we hold in 
common but where did they come from? With his obsessive curiosity and relentless detectives skills, Charles Panati 
tracks the origins of gems of folk wisdom that have found their way into American culture. From far-ranging sources 
Aesop to the Bible, Ben Franklin to Broadway Words To Live By maps the diverse streams that have flowed together 
into the rich traditions of popular wisdom and commonsense. As usual, Charles Panati makes the journey seriously 
informative, endlessly entertaining, and full of surprises. About the Author:Charles Panati is a physicist and former 
Science Editor of Newsweek. He has written fourteen books, both fiction and nonfiction. He has appeared on Oprah, 
Letterman, and many other shows. One of his origins books was the basis for the hit television show The Start of 
Something Big, hosted by comedian Steven Allen, and written by PanatiKurzbeschreibungHonesty is the best policy. 
Absence makes the heart grow fonder Dont cut off your nose to spite your face. These familiar sayings have become 
part of our collective memory and embody the values we hold in common but where did they come from? With his 
obsessive curiosity and relentless detectives skills, Charles Panati tracks the origins of gems of folk wisdom that have 
found their way into American culture. From far-ranging sources Aesop to the Bible, Ben Franklin to Broadway 
Words To Live By maps the diverse streams that have flowed together into the rich traditions of popular wisdom and 
commonsense. As usual, Charles Panati makes the journey seriously informative, endlessly entertaining, and full of 
surprises. About the Author:Charles Panati is a physicist and former Science Editor of Newsweek. He has written 
fourteen books, both fiction and nonfiction. He has appeared on Oprah, Letterman, and many other shows. One of his 
origins books was the basis for the hit television show The Start of Something Big, hosted by comedian Steven Allen, 
and written by Panati 


