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Von Leland Ryken : Worldly Saints: The Puritans As They Really Were  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Worldly Saints: The Puritans As They Really Were: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Honest 
and Forthright HistoryVon Ein KundeI was most pleased to find this book. Though I am a believer in the Puritans 
being the pinnacle of christianity I knew that they couldn't be perfect. Mr. Ryken has written a most readable and 
enjoyable history of the Puritans. He does not shy away from clear problems that they had.What caught my interest 
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most was his demonstration through his scholarship that society under the Puritan "Ideal" had problems, but was 
infinitely better off than most other areas in western Europe. John Calvin and his followers in Switzerland were clearly 
extreme in their use of scriptural discipline. The American Puritans were fanatics of control and discipline. The 
English Puritans were more well rounded in how they were to effect their society.With all that said, Mr. Ryken has 
shown that the Puritans were not only good people, but may have been the true moral fiber of their different cultures. 
There seems to be an underlying truth that where the Puritans had the most influence, the people were the most safe 
and taken care of by the clergy.Were there mistakes in the Puritan movement? Yes, and again I say YES. A 
mistakeless society or movement is the figment of a deranged imagination or science fiction. The Puritans were 
human. They did wrong. When they were shown the wrong, from a biblical perspective, they repented and made the 
change.Modern revisionist historians have made much of the Puritan intolerence's for many things. If these historians 
would just read Mr. Ryken's book they would see, if they are honest, that the Puritans were very honorable and did 
stick to what they truly believed to be true.I liked this book because it made me admire the Puritans afresh. I now 
believe that when someone insults me by alluding to my "Puritan" ethics that I am being complemented much more 
than I deserve. I would hope to live up to such a statement.

Kurzbeschreibung"Ryken's Worldly Saints offers a fine introduction to seventeenth-century Puritanism in its English 
and American contexts. The work is rich in quotations from Puritan worthies and is ideally suited to general readers 
who have not delved widely into Puritan literature. It will also be a source of information and inspiration to those who 
seek a clearer understanding of the Puritan roots of American Christianity." -Harry Stout, Yale University "the typical 
Puritans were not wild men, fierce and freaky, religious fanatics and social extremists, but sober, conscientious, and 
cultured citizens, persons of principle, determined and disciplined excelling in the domestic virtues, and with no 
obvious shortcomings save a tendency to run to words when saying anything important, whether to God or to a man. 
At last the record has been put straight." -J.I. Packer, Regent College "Worldly Saints provides a revealing treasury of 
primary and secondary evidence for understanding the Puritans, who they were, what they believed, and how they 
acted. This is a book of value and interest for scholars and students, clergy and laity alike." -Roland Mushat Frye, 
University of Pennsylvania "A very persuasive...most interesting book...stuffed with quotations from Puritan sources, 
almost to the point of making it a mini-anthology." -Publishers Weekly "With Worldly Saints, Christians of all 
persuasions have a tool that provides ready access to the vast treasures of Puritan thought." -Christianity Today 
"Ryken writes with a vigor and enthusiasm that makes delightful reading-never a dull moment." -Fides et Historia 
"Worldly Saints provides a valuable picture of Puritan life and values. It should be useful for general readers as well as 
for students of history and literature." -Christianity and LiteraturePressestimmen"Ryken writes with a vigor and 
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mini-anthology." -Publishers Weekly "With Worldly Saints, Christians of all persuasions have a tool that provides 
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